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         Oriental cruising is calling 


Oriental Marina and Inn 







     Event Calendar 
  
20 April                      Membership Meeting at 
                                                 Big Shotz Tavern 
                                             109 S. Stratford Rd. 
 
29 April                                 Cruise to Oriental 
 
2 May                    Communication Briefing at 
                                              George Ellis home 
 
14 May                                                 Cruise to  
                  Wilmington and Bald Head Island 
 
25 May                       Membership Meeting at 
                                               Big Shotz Tavern 
 


20 April 


 


Birds of  Coastal NC 
 


By Ron Morris, Pres. 
 Forsyth Co. Audubon Society 


 


 


 


 


 
 


Big Shotz Tavern 
109 S. Stratford Rd 


 


Social: 6:00pm 


Dinner: 6:30pm 


Guests always welcome 


            Squadron Contacts 
 


 


Cdr. Debbie Mayfield, S                             djmayfield@earthlink.net 
                                                                                     (336) 924-9296 
Lt/C Marilyn Shuping                                   MBShuping@tdarx.com 


                                                                                     (336) 972-2382  


P/C Wayne Creekmore, JN                                creek2k@yahoo.com 


                                                                                     (336) 859-3773 


P/C Dawn Gaskill, AP                                            dawnatg@aol.com 


                                                                                     (336) 785-0996 


Lt/C Margie Lamb, P                                    margielamb@gmail.com 
                  (336) 766-6643 
Lt/C Kathi Vestal, S                                kbvestal@triad.rr.com 
                                                                                     (336) 368-5046 
 
 
 
Feel free to contact any of the officers above if 
you have questions. 


   WSSPS Meeting 


   April, 2011 







From the Helm 
 Cdr. Debbie Mayfield, S 


 
      We are participating in Belk Charity Days on Saturday, April 16, 2011 from 6 AM to 10 
AM.  Charity Day tickets are available from the following members:  Faye London, Sheila 
Breault, Cathy Loveless, and Debbie Mayfield.  Please be sure and purchase your tickets 
from one of these members prior to Charity Day.  In addition, we will be selling tickets at 
Belk in Winston-Salem on Friday Night, April 15 from 4-9 PM.  Our table will be set up at 
the entrance on the Stratford Road at Belk.  Tickets are good at any Belk so if you will not 
be in Winston-Salem but near a Belk somewhere else, your tickets can be used there.  This 
is one of our squadron fundraisers.  Individuals purchase tickets for a $5.00 donation to 
our squadron and it gives them admission to Belk during Charity Day plus $5.00 off of 
their first purchase.  The squadron gets to keep the entire $5.00.   Individuals may pur-
chase as many tickets as they would like to use during Charity Day.   Only one ticket may 
be used per item.  This is a change from last fall.  
 
      Leon Corbett has agreed to update our Squadron Bylaws so that they will be current.  
He will use the template provided by National to generate our new By Laws.  When he 
has completed them, they will be presented to the Squadron.  In addition, we will be re-
viewing the structure we use to determine dues for our squadron so that we are in line 
with the new definition of members by the USPS.  D27 voted at the district meeting to 
change both the district dues structure and amounts to mirror the new format being used 
by National. 
 
      We have many upcoming events and cruises, be sure and look at our schedule and ad-
ditional articles in this newsletter and plan to attend and/or participate. 
 
      Welcome to our new members, Bill Davis, a member transfer from Greensboro, Carol 
Farroch, and Richard Cartrette, the brother of Ken Cartrette. 
 
      Please read the section in this newsletter about the District 27 Fall meeting being 
hosted by our squadron at the end of September 2011 here in Winston-Salem.  We need 
every member to help make this meeting a great success. 


 


      If there is anything I can do for you, please call me. 


   


 


 


 


 


 







Executive Officer 


 


P/C Wayne Creekmore, JN 


 


      Due to an unexpected problem in VE recertification of two of our 
VE’s, we have been unable to schedule our 2 session training seminar 
for new Vessel Examiners.  Hope to have this resolved very soon.  We 
will notify everyone of the time and place at our next meeting. 
 
      All WSSPS members are requested to contact Gary Lewis to sched-
ule a vessel safety check of your boat.  The boat does not have to be in 
the water for the VE.  These inspections can  be given for canoes, kay-
aks, PWC, rowboats etc.  These inspections will also be used as part of 
the qualification process for our new Vessel Examiners.  Please help us 
achieve this Squadron goal by scheduling an inspection of your boat.  
Best of all it's free! 
 







P/C  Dawn Gaskill, AP 


   


Education Officer 


      KUDOS 


      We have some great instructors in our squadron.  P/C Wayne Creekmore, JN has 
had a very successful    class of Engine Maintenance students. 
Everyone passed:  Congratulations to: 
Dennis Brigadier  John Patrick 
Marshall Tyler            Gary Lewis 
 
      Now, Wayne is ready to start a Piloting class but he would love to have some in-
structors  to help out.  Class is beginning Tuesday April 12th at the Old Town Recrea-
tion Center on Shattalon Road.  Please give Wayne a call and say you are willing to 
take a class.   
      We are trying to start a class on Thursday nights for Weather.  Currently we need 
instructors.  Give me a call at 277-7119 and volunteer for either class. 
      P/C Leon Corbett, SN is wanting to do 2 seminars: GPS and Knot Tying.  If inter-
ested email me at WSSPSedu@yahoo.com or call the previous phone number.   
      After all this I also want to have Advanced Piloting, Sail, Cruise planning and of 
course another Public Boating Course. 
      P/C Reid London, N has just completed a great Public Boating Course with 6 stu-
dents taking the test and passing.  We appreciate his hard work… Let him know you 
do also.   
                            
                     Don’t forget… Let Wayne know if you want to take Piloting or teach. 
 


 


 


 


  







Administrative 
Officer 


Lt/C Marilyn Shuping 


 


      April at last!  March always sounds cold.  But April, it’s warm and green.  And it’s the 


month of our first cruise.  Don Breault’s had a great time planning our first outing to Oriental 


the last weekend in April.  He’ll tell you more about it at our meeting. 


      Our change of venue for our monthly meetings went well last month and so we will con-
tinue to meet at Big Shotz on Stratford Road in the future.  The program on April 20th will be 
presented by Ron Morris, entitled “Birds of Coastal Carolina.”  Ron  retired in 2006 after 32 
years in the zoo profession, the last 24 years as Curator at the NC thought Mike’s four years in 
the Navy made him an expert but he disagrees.  We have a great place to learn, though, at 
Morehead City and many willing fellow squadron members to help us.  We are also looking 
forward to a “Boat Naming Ceremony” sometime in July.  An event not to be 
missed.Zoological Park.  He has led eco-safaris to many countries and has traveled extensively 
in Africa, Australia, Europe, Latin America, the US and the Caribbean.  Currently President of 
Audubon Society of Forsyth County, he co-authors the Winston-Salem Journal column Bird’s 
Eye View. I think you will find his presentation very interesting. 
       
      The Low Country Boil is shaping up to be a fine social event.  It will be held again at Ray 
and Bea Travis’ home in Advance on June 25th.  We will also have our annual auction at the 
social so bring anything you think someone else may want.  I have a healthy list of volunteers 
for set up and clean up already but we need more hands.  Please let me know if you can help.  
Sometimes just volunteering to bring ice, soft drinks, chairs, etc. is a great help. 
      
       On the horizon for our squadron is the District Conference which will be held September 
29th to October 2nd right here in Winston-Salem.  This is a great time to not only show the rest 
of the district what a strong club we are, but to showcase Winston-Salem at the same time.  We 
need people to help plan outings, parties, logistics, etc.  We’re starting a separate page for de-
tails and requests for help on page 8.  Debbie and Dawn both need volunteers for their com-
mittees.  Let’s commit to making this event one we can be proud of! 
 
      Last, Mike and I are gearing up to get our new boat on the water, hopefully in the next two 
weeks.  We’ve had the motors serviced, gotten all the documentation we need and I think 
we’re ready to try it out.  We both have a lot to learn about boating and we’re glad we can do 
that so conveniently through the Power Squadron.   







 


Oriental. (n) Village on the shores of the Neuse River and Pamlico Sound, 
home to 875 people, no stoplights and a lot of boats.  


By some counts, 2700 boats are docked in and around Oriental at any one time, which works out 


to more than three boats per resident. Most of them are sailboats, which, along with the steady 


breezes nearby makes Oriental the Sailing Capital of NC. Other pleasure craft call Oriental home, 


as do the distinctive fishing trawlers. And at Mile Marker 182 of the Intracoastal Waterway, Ori-


ental is a welcoming harbor for cruisers whether they are heading north or south on the ICW or 


making a stop on a circumnavigation. More than a few of Oriental’s current residents first came to 


town by sea…and decided to stay a while. 


So, how did Oriental get its name? The connection, like much in 


town, is nautical. Initially, the town was known as Smith’s Creek (the name still carries on with 


body of water under the Hwy 55 bridge). But the name seemed lacking in the mid 1880’s, when a 


post office came to town. The search was on for something well, snappier.  


That’s where Rebecca Midyette came through. She was the wife of postmaster Lou Midyette and 


among her possessions was a piece of shipwreck from a Union boat that had gone down near the 


Outer Banks during the Civil War. It was the ship’s nameplate that Rebecca Midyette had saved 


and that ship was the “Oriental”. 


 


 


Factoids: 


 Just outside of town, where the Neuse River meets the Pamlico Sound, it is the 


widest river in America. –  


 The first motorized school bus in NC rolled down the streets of Oriental in 1917. – 


  Just a few miles out of town is the original Dawson’s Creek which was the inspira-


tion for the WB TV show. The show’s creator, screenwriter (“Scream”) Kevin Williamson, is a 


native of Oriental.  


 


From www.towndown.net 


 
The S.S. ORIENTAL – by Oriental artist 
Ashton Whipple  







The D27 Fall Conference is being hosted by the Winston-Salem Sail 


and Power Squadron on Friday September 30, 2011 through Sunday 


October 2, 2011. Our District 27 consists of 20 squadrons from North 


and South Carolina.  We expect a large turnout. As such, Dawn Gaskill-


will be needing  club volunteers in the following areas: 
 


      Hosts for the Friday night event 


 


      Hosts for the Saturday “Ladies/Spouses Out” event and drivers 


 


      Hotel hosts to help check-in, give out welcome packages, and sight seeing      


            advice 


 


      Volunteers to help collect “Silent Auction” items from businesses, as well  


            members willing to donate personally. 


      


The Silent Auction is being chaired by Cdr Debbie Mayfield. It is our 


hope that funds from the auction will help cover some of the conference 


expenses.  Debbie is asking that each family group in our Squadron 


provide at least one item for the auction.  These items can be donated 


by a business or an item the member donates personally. . Please email 


her with your donation items and/or ideas at djmayfield@earthlink.net.  


Include a description of the item and/or a photograph,  as well as a 


value for the item.  All items should be new unless it is a collector’s 


item. 
 


 


 


 
 


 


D/27 Fall Conference 


          







 







WINSTON-SALEM SAIL & POWER SQUADRON 


204 Hadley Ct., Winston Salem, NC 27106  
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BRIDGE  


Commander                                  Cdr Debbie Mayfield, S 


Executive Officer                    P/C Wayne Creekmore, AP 


Administrative Officer                  Lt/C  Marilyn Shuping 


Educational Officer                         P/C Dawn Gaskill, AP 


Secretary               Lt/C Margie Lamb, P 


Treasurer                 Lt/C Kathi Vestal, S 


 


 


Editor/Publisher                                    Cathy Loveless, S 


C
R


O
S


S
E


D
 


A
N


C
H


O
R


S
 


Important events 
20 April                      Membership Meeting at Big Shotz Tavern 


                                     featuring speaker from Audubon Society 


29 April                                                             Cruise to Oriental 


 


  2 May             Communications Briefing at George Ellis home 


14 May                   Cruise to Wilmington and Bald Head Island 


25 May                      Membership Meeting At Big Shotz Tavern                                          


Please deliver to: 
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Commander’s Picnic 


Rafting-up at Shackleford Banks 







Friday, September 30 
2-6pm                                   Registration 


2pm                       Silent Auction Opens  


4:45-5:45        Host Squadron Reception 


6:45                             Foothills Brewery  


                                 Followed by dinner  


                                          (on your own) 


 


Saturday, October 1 
7-9 am                                  Registration  


9-10:30                          Spouses’ Coffee 


9-noon                          Conference Mtgs 


Noon                           Lunch (by RSVP) 


                              Silent Auction Closes 


2:30-5                           Conference Mtgs 


6:00                            Dinner (by RSVP) 


 


Sunday, October 2 
9-10:30 am                      Co-op charting 


 


 


 


Please contact Debbie about any silent 


auction donations for the D/27 meeting. 


Plan to either deliver your donations to 


Debbie prior to Friday OR bring them 


Friday by noon to the Marriott. 


            Squadron Contacts 
 


 


Cdr. Debbie Mayfield, S                             djmayfield@earthlink.net 
                                                                                     (336) 924-9296 
Lt/C Marilyn Shuping , S                              MBShuping@tdarx.com 


                                                                                     (336) 972-2382  


P/C Wayne Creekmore, JN                                creek2k@yahoo.com 


                                                                                     (336) 859-3773 


P/C Dawn Gaskill, AP                                            dawnatg@aol.com 


                                                                                     (336) 785-0996 


Lt/C Margie Lamb, P                                    margielamb@gmail.com 
                  (336) 766-6643 
Lt/C Kathi Vestal, S                                kbvestal@triad.rr.com 
                                                                                     (336) 368-5046 
 
 
 
Feel free to contact any of the officers above if 
you have questions. 


 D/27 Conference 
Marriott Downtown 


22 Sept       Cape Lookout Cruise and Raft-Up                 


 


30 Sept - 2 Oct.        Fall D/27 Conference at 


                             Marriott Winston Salem 


 


3 Oct            Executive Committee Meeting at 


                                Don & Sheila Breault 


  


19 Oct                     Membership Meeting at 


                  Buena Vista Grill (old Big Shotz) 


                                        on Stratford Rd 


 


 


Upcoming Events 







From the Helm 
 Cdr. Debbie Mayfield, S 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


       The D27 Fall meeting is only a little more than a week away.  Mark your calendars for Friday, 
September 30 and Saturday, October 1, 2011 for the D27 USPS Meeting being held in Winston-
Salem and being hosted by our squadron. If you haven’t signed up to help on either Friday after-
noon or Saturday, please contact Dawn Gaskill and see where she still needs help.  When you are 
not volunteering on Saturday, plan to take in some of the workshops or the District meeting and 
use this opportunity to see how everything works at the district and the wealth of knowledge 
there is to be shared.  In addition, it is great to meet members from around the state that share our 
love of boating.  We are still asking for Silent Auction items.  Items can be donated by you or a 
business.  Please email me with your item description, retail value, minimum bid price, and name 
of donator so I can start making the bid sheets.  While at the meeting be sure and check out the 
auction items and BID BID BID. 
  
      I have just finished completing 2 leadership classes and a multitude of workshops at the Na-
tional USPS Governing Board that was held in Greensboro.  It was great to meet so many USPS 
members from around the US and learning what National is doing to expand the horizons for 
members and to assist squadrons on recruiting new members as well as retaining current mem-
bers.  There were many amazing and dedicated volunteers at the meeting that spend many hours 
supporting and promoting USPS. 
 
     One of the new programs that are being offered to the public is On the Water Training.  The 
USPS has received a grant through the USCG for this program for 3 years.  As part of this pro-
gram, USPS has leased a boat and truck to drive around the US to do this On the Water training.  
 
      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If there is anything I can do for you, please don’t hesitate to contact me.  My contact information is 
in this newsletter. 







Executive Officer 


 


P/C Wayne Creekmore, JN 


      Having just returned from sunny Green Bay/WI (partly aboard the SS 
Badger, the last coal burning passenger liner in the Great Lakes), we are still 
adjusting to being home.  We recommend a visit to Wisconsin and Michi-
gan to anyone who loves water and scenic beauty. 
 
      It’s time to get back to work for the good old WSSPS and top of my list 
is to try and invigorate our VE program.  We can do this by all members 
calling Gary Lewis and arranging to have your boat inspected by one of our 
VEs.  If anyone is interested in a class to qualify as a VE, please contact 
Dawn Gaskill or myself. 







P/C  Dawn  Gaskill, AP 


Education Officer 


                                                      LOOKING AHEAD IN EDUCATION 


     We are used to having our “Usual Classes”.  But currently, much more is going on in USPS learning.  The 


“usual” is being revamped, to make it better and less redundant.  Anytime you take a class you can help out by 


writing up suggestions, which the instructor or chair person can submit to be reviewed by the Power Squadron 


people working on updating materials. 


New and exciting seminars that are in the works:  


 A new weather seminar—Basic Weather and Forecasting that has replaced the Onboard 


Weather Forecasting seminar. 


 Sail trim and Rig Tuning 


 Tides and Currents 


 Also,  Paddle Smart is being reworked.  From information given, this is a very large growing 


segment of the population.  (Canoes, white water rafting, and kayaking are some examples) 


If you might be interested or know of some friends that might be interested in some small one night/
day classes, go to http://www.usps.org/e_stuff/seminars.htm for more information. 
 
Seminars and small 1 or 2 day classes available now: 


 Instructor Recertification:  We have several members that teach and need to be recertified 


 Operations Training:  Many of our newer members, and officers have not yet had this seminar. 


At least there will be no test! 


 GPS Seminar:  How about someone volunteer to get in touch with the fishing club! 


 Knot Tying:   Fishing club, Scouts, etc.  I find it very useful at home also! 


 
For next year,  We need to start strong.  For these courses above and any other seminar you are inter-
ested, please email: Dawnatg@aol.com. 
 


 







Administrative 
Officer 


Lt/C Marilyn Shuping 


 
      As in the past, Ray and Bea Travis opened their home and grounds to the Annual 
Commander’s Picnic held on Sept 10th.  While attendance was low, everyone had a 
great time and enjoyed a wonderful meal of chopped barbecue, slaw, beans and rolls 
with accompanying beverages.  In addition to watermelon and banana pudding, the 
evening was topped off with a birthday cake supplied by Sheila Breault in honor of 
Ray’s birthday.  I would like to thank my set-up crew:  Reid, Faye, Tisha London, Bill 
Davis and Mike Shuping  my clean- up crew of Dana Breda, Denny Brigadier, Mike 
Shuping and of course, Ray and Bea for both setup and cleanup.  I’d like to also thank 
Ray and Reid for barbecuing the meat which was excellent. 
 
      We will be researching new venues for the picnics next year.  We have several good 
ideas already, but if you have any you’d like to add we certainly would appreciate 
your coming forward. 
 
Thank you! 







By P/C Don Breault, AP 


       These are moments frozen in time while cruising or pretending to be cruising.  “The Fish House Chronicles” is a unique 


collection of short story’s and essays of the experiences of the infamous coastal cruisers of the Winston-Salem Sail & 


Power Squadron.  At least we try and sometimes pretend that we are all having a good time cruising with our boats.  Even 


when they break-down or go hard aground once in a while.  We even have the best slip cruising stories ever told on land.  


“Why Women Are Always Right” 
 
    Most people relate to boating as a guy thing.  The reason is, in the numbers.  Most boaters are guys.  This is good for 


the guys and not so good for the gals.  If it were the other way around, then the gals would embarrass the guys.  Just ask 


Cathy or Sheila or Faye or Linda!  They can tell you!! 


 


      Now Sheila watches me labor intense hours in the engine room to replace a worn out pump or some silly component 


like a switch or valve.  Or Faye on the other hand watches Reid labor in the direct sun for hours cleaning and scrubbing the 


winter grime from My Girl on a beautiful summer day.  The only reward he gets is a bucket of sweat to throw overboard 


when he is done. 


 


      Now women are smarter than this.  They find a way to go shopping at Belk’s where the AC is on frigid mode and the 


Men are outside in 90% humidity working and cleaning and repairing.  Here are my conclusions as to why Men are from 


Mars and Women are from Venus in the boating community.   


 


      Women have a wide angle approach to vision.  Men think in tunnel vision.  Such as get it done and get it done now.  


Men can only see what is ahead of them and do not have a very good sense of that peripheral vision that may be helpful in 


spotting multiple targets of priorities.  Women however, can see lower levels of light over the horizon and decide what is 


important and what areas to avoid.   


 


      Women have a unique sense of hearing.  You know the one that can hear a bottle of beer opening from a nautical mile 


away when they know the work the men started is not yet finished.  A woman can be in a very intense conversation with 


someone else and exercise very intense listening in the other ear.  Example:  Men listen to a VHF radio and they tell every-


one on the bridge to shut up so they can listen to the silly message that Felix attempts to transmit to the local Coast Guard.  


Now women can listen and comprehend with one ear on a subject and at the same time listen with the other ear and com-


pute data at the same rate of speed. Men, can not focus on more than one subject and one conversation because of the at-


tention to the details.  Oh, so this may be related to that tunnel vision men have. Perhaps men may be just too goal oriented 


when engaged in a conversation or task.  Women on the other hand like to navigate by observation noticing details as they 


appear to them and deciding what is important or what is not.  (They teach this in Army Special Forces so they do not get 


lost in the woods!!) 


 


     Fnally, we need to learn from Women on how to learn new things.  Denny got a new stereo receiver for his fly bridge 


and he took it out of the box and wired it up and started to push buttons with tremendous anxiety hoping it will play like he 


envisioned it would.  Then he breaks it and returns it to West Marine for another.  While he expressed his frustration using 


colorful metaphors, Linda comes to his rescue.  She simply picks up the owners manual, reads it, and instructs Denny on 


what buttons to push.  Behold, they have beautiful music on the bridge.  Who gets the credit?  It depends on what conver-


sation you are in and who is in that conversation.  Lesson to be learned for men?  Read the instruction book first. 


 


Men did not get the short end of the stick during our 10,000 years of evolution.  They just got better at stacking and storing 


things, fishing, hunting, analytical skills, and growing beards.  We men also have a strong need and desire for cruising 


longer distances off shore where the waves are high and land forms tend to disappear.  Why?  We always have a woman on 


board to navigate!! 


 


 


 







 


 


 
 


 


Registration Form 
 


District 27 Fall Council & Conference Meeting 


30 September 2011 – 2 October 2011 


Marriott Winston-Salem 


425 North Cherry Street 


Winston-Salem, NC  27101 


 


 


Rank, Name, Grade   ______________________________________________________ 


 


Spouse or 2nd member – Rank, Name, Grade ___________________________________ 


 


Address ________________________________________________________________ 


 


Friday 


          Foothills Brewing – Cash Bar   


                                           Appetizers                                  ____ x $15               _______ 


                  YOU ARE ON YOUR OWN FOR DINNER 


 


Saturday 


          SPOUSES COFFEE – NO CHARGE            Number attending needed   _______  


          


          FACILITIES FEE                                                    ____ x  $5             s    _______ 


          


          MEMBERS LUNCH                                                                                                               
                Chef Sandwich board (choice of 4 sandwiches)  ____ x  $18               _______ 


                GLUTEN FREE – lettuce wraps                         ____  x  $18               _______               


           


           BANQUET & CASH BAR 


                 Herb Crusted Salmon entrée                               ____ x  $34               _______ 


                 GLUTEN FREE                                                  ____ x  $34               _______ 


                 Herb Roasted Chicken Breast entrée                  ____ x  $34               _______ 


                 GLUTEN FREE                                                  ____ x  $34               _______ 


                                                                                                           Total  $        _______ 


 


        New member since January 2010 _____           1st time District Meeting _____ 


 


                             Make checks payable to: Winston-Salem Sail & Power Squadron 
   


                                     Send check and completed form by 22 September 2011 to:   


                                                                 Lt/C Kathi Vestal 


                                                               182 Parkview Circle 


                                                                Pinnacle, NC 27043  


          


 


 







 


 


 
 


 


 


D27 Fall Council Conference Agenda 


30 September - 2 October, 2011 


Marriott Hotel, Winston-Salem, NC        
Friday –30 September 


Uniform Casual – USPS Shirt                (Revised 21 August 2011) 


Assignment Event   Location Event Lead / Speaker Time 


Winston-Salem 


 D/Sec. 


Attending Member Registration & Voter Registration Hearn Foyer  1400-1800 


Winston-Salem Silent Auction Table Hearn Foyer  1400-1800 


 


D/C & Bridge 


 


New Members, 1st Timers, &  


Squadron Commanders Reception 


 


 


D/C Suite 


 


 


D/C Mike McCulley, JN 


 


1600-1645 


D/C & Bridge P/D/C and Host Squadron Reception D/C Suite D/C Mike McCulley, JN 1645-1745 


Winston-Salem 


 


District Party – appetizers included & a cash bar –  


ON YOUR OWN FOR DINNER 


 


Foothills Brewing  


638 West Fourth St. 


  


1800-1930 


 


Saturday – 1 October 


Uniform – USPS Shirt for Conference, Blue Blazer w/ USPS Shirt or Appropriate Attire for Reception & Dinner 


Assignment Event Location Event Lead / Speaker Time 


Winston-Salem 


D/Sec. 


Attending Member Registration & Voter Registration           Hearn Foyer  0700-0900 


Winston-Salem Silent Auction Table Hearn Foyer  0700-0900 


Winston-Salem Spouses Coffee D/C Suite  0900-1030 


 


D/C 


 


Fall Council/Conference convenes 


 


Hearn A  


  


0900-1030 


 Invocation  D/Lt Alec Wrenn, N  


 Pledge of Allegiance  Cdr Debbie Mayfield, S  


 Intro. USPS Nat’l Rep & D/27 Guests  P/R/C Bill Reasons, SN  


 Nat’l Representative Town Hall Mtg  R/C Jeff Hamilton, AP  


 Bridge Officer Reports  D/27 Bridge Officers  


      ---break---    


 Break-Out Session 1   1045-1145 


 
     Sqd Cdrs and Sqd Exec Officers Hearn A 


  


D/C Mike McCulley, JN & 


D/Lt/C Harold O’Briant, JN 


 


      Education Officers – Rules of the Road I Hearn C P/C Dan Bartell, SN  


      Treasurers Hearn D D/Lt/C Dave Parsons, AP  


      Improving Websites I Winston D/Lt/C Dave Simons, AP  


      Nominating Committee (closed) Salem  P/D/C Jamie McCurry, AP  


D/C Members Awards Luncheon Hearn B D/C Mike McCulley, JN 1200-1415 


 
     Luncheon Speaker Introduction   


            North Carolina Lighthouses 


 D/Lt/C Bob Howd, JN 


Speaker – Bett Padget 


 


 ---break---    


 Break-Out Session 2   1430-1530 


      Administration Officers Hearn A D/Lt/C Bob Howd, JN  


      Cooperative Charting Hearn D P/C Phil Benson, JN  


      Education Officers – ID Certification Hearn C D/Lt Tom Penders, SN  


      Improving Websites II Winston D/Lt/C Dave Simons, AP  


      Planning Committee (closed) Salem P/D/C Jerry Hall, SN  


 ---break---    


D/C Fall Council/Conference reconvenes Hearn A   1535-1545 


 Reports of General Committees  Committee Chairperson  


 Reports of Standing Committees  Committee Chairperson  


 Meeting Adjourns  D/C Mike McCulley, JN 1545 


 ---break---    


N Club N Club Meeting – Rules of the Road II Hearn A P/C Larry Colwell, SN 1600-1700 


 


D27 Meetings Chair 


 


Members Reception (cash bar) & Dinner 


 


Hearn B  


 


D/Lt  Sarah McCurry, S 


 


1800 
 


Sunday – 2 October 


Uniform Casual - USPS Shirt 


Assignment Event Location Event Lead / Speaker Time 


P. Benson Cooperative Charting Salem P/C Phil Benson, JN 0900-1030 


 


D/27  Fall Meeting Agenda 







 


A poem written by the late Albert Gaskill, P commemorating a co-op 


charting cruise of yore 







Date Event                          Date:09/01/2011


January 3, 2011 Communication Briefing - "LTL"


January 8, 2011 D-27 Squadron Officer Training, University Club, Raleigh, NC


January 24, 2010 Cruise Planning Committee Meeting 7 pm.  "Breault's Boston Bar & Grill"


January 31, 2011 USPS Annual Meeting.  Lake Buena Vista, FL.  1/31 to 2/5


February 5, 2011 WSSPS Change of Watch - Pine Brook Country Club


February 7, 2011 Communication Briefing- "Tom & Cathy Loveless House"


February 16, 2011 Dockside Seafood Restaurant, Clemmons, NC - "Cruising The ICW From Florida"


March 7, 2011 Comminication Briefing- :Michael & Marilyn Shuping House"


March 16, 2011 Big Shots Grill, Stratford Rd. Winston-Salem, NC - "Boat Buying Basics" by Don Breault


March 25, 2011 D-27 Change Of Watch.  "Courtyard Marriott, Carolina Beach, NC".   3/25 to 3/27


March 29, 2011 "ABC" Final Class.  Old Town Recreation Center


April 4, 2011 Communication Briefing- "Breault's Boston Bar & Grill"


April 20, 2011 Big Shots Grill Stratford Rd., Winston-Salem, NC - "Birds Of Coastal NC"  by Ron Morris


April 29, 2011 Cruise to Oriental.  4/29 to 5/1


May 2, 2011 Executive Committee Meeting  Open To All Members George Ellis Home, Clemmons, NC


May 14, 2011 Cruise To Bald Head island & Wilmington, NC.  5/14 to 5/22


May 25, 2011 Big Shots Grill, Stratford Rd., Winston-Salem, NC - "Oriental, NC Our Treasure On The Coast"


June 6, 2011 Executive Committee Meeting Open To All Members  "George & Margie Lamb House"


June 17, 2011 D-27 Rendezvous, River Dunes, Oriental, NC.   6/17 to 6/19


June 25, 2011             Ray and B Travis Home  "Low Country Boil & Auction"


July 2, 2011 Cruise To New Berne, NC.  7/2 to 7/5


July 20, 2011 Big Shots Grill, Stratford Rd., Winston-Salem, NC - "Cruising The South Pole"


August 1, 2011 Executive Committee Meeting Open To All Members  "George & Margie Lamb House"


August 17, 2011 Big Shots Grill, Stratford Rd., Winston-Salem, NC - "TBA"


September 6, 2011(Tuesday)  Executive Committee Meeting Open To All Members  "George Ellis Home, Clemmons, NC"


September 10, 2011 Commanders Picnic   Ray & B Travis Home   "Southern Style Bar B Q"


September 12, 2011 USPS Fall Governing Board, Greensboro, NC.  9/12 to 9/17


September 22, 2011 Cruise & Raft Up.  Cape Lookout.  9/22 to 9/25


September 30, 2011 D-27 Fall Conference.  "Winston-Salem, NC"  9/30 to 10/2


October 3, 2011 Executive Committee Meeting Open To All Members  "Breault's Boston Bar & Grill"


October 19, 2011 Buena Vista Grille, Stratford Rd. Winston-Salem, NC - "The Dismal Swamp" By John Richardson.


October 22, 2011 Local Intercoastal Cruise, NC.  10/22 to 10/30


November 4, 2011 Cruise To Beaufort, NC.  11/4 to 11/6


November 5, 2011 Belk Fundraiser, 6 AM to 10 AM


November 7, 2011 Executive Committee Meeting Open To All Members  "Tom & Cathy Loveless House"


November 16, 2011 Buena Vista Grille, Stratford Rd. Winston-Salem, NC - "Our Year In Review"


December 5, 2011 Executive Committee Meeting Open To All Members  "London House"


December 17, 2011 (Saturday) Hawthorne Inn, 420 High St. Winston-Salem, NC "Annual Christmas Party"


2012


January 2, 2012 Executive Committee Meeting Open To All Members  "TBA"


January 7, 2012 D-27 Winter Training Meeting.  NC State University Club, Raleigh, NC


January 31, 2012 USPS Annual Meeting.  Hyatt Regency, Jacksonville, FL.  1/31 to 2/4


February 4, 2012 WSSPS Change Of Watch   "Pineville CC"


March 23, 2012 D-27 Spring Conference & COW.  "TBD"  3/23 to 3/25


Winston-Salem Sail & Power Squadron


Calendar of Events for 2011
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BRIDGE  


Commander                                  Cdr Debbie Mayfield, S 


Executive Officer                     P/C Wayne Creekmore, JN 


Administrative Officer               Lt/C  Marilyn Shuping, S 


Educational Officer                         P/C Dawn Gaskill, AP 


Secretary                Lt/C Margie Lamb, P 


Treasurer                  Lt/C Kathi Vestal, S 


 


 


Editor/Publisher                                      Cathy Loveless, S 
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Important events 


22 Sept.                                    Cape Lookout Cruise and Raft-up                      


 


30 Sept                  D/27 Convention at Marriott, Winston Salem 


-Oct. 2   


 


Oct. 3                      Executive Committee Mtg at Breault  home  


Oct. 19           Membership Mtg at Buena Vista Grill (Big Shotz)     


Please deliver to: 








ROSSED 


 
OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF THE  WINSTON-SALEM SAIL AND POWER SQUADRON    September, 2011  Volume XXI    No.6  C     ANCHORS 


 


 


Commander’s Picnic 


Rafting-up at Shackleford Banks 







Friday, September 30 
2-6pm                                   Registration 


2pm                       Silent Auction Opens  


4:45-5:45        Host Squadron Reception 


6:45                             Foothills Brewery  


                                 Followed by dinner  


                                          (on your own) 


 


Saturday, October 1 
7-9 am                                  Registration  


9-10:30                          Spouses’ Coffee 


9-noon                          Conference Mtgs 


Noon                           Lunch (by RSVP) 


                              Silent Auction Closes 


2:30-5                           Conference Mtgs 


6:00                            Dinner (by RSVP) 


 


Sunday, October 2 
9-10:30 am                      Co-op charting 


 


 


 


Please contact Debbie about any silent 


auction donations for the D/27 meeting. 


Plan to either deliver your donations to 


Debbie prior to Friday OR bring them 


Friday by noon to the Marriott. 


            Squadron Contacts 
 


 


Cdr. Debbie Mayfield, S                             djmayfield@earthlink.net 
                                                                                     (336) 924-9296 
Lt/C Marilyn Shuping , S                              MBShuping@tdarx.com 


                                                                                     (336) 972-2382  


P/C Wayne Creekmore, JN                                creek2k@yahoo.com 


                                                                                     (336) 859-3773 


P/C Dawn Gaskill, AP                                            dawnatg@aol.com 


                                                                                     (336) 785-0996 


Lt/C Margie Lamb, P                                    margielamb@gmail.com 
                  (336) 766-6643 
Lt/C Kathi Vestal, S                                kbvestal@triad.rr.com 
                                                                                     (336) 368-5046 
 
 
 
Feel free to contact any of the officers above if 
you have questions. 


 D/27 Conference 
Marriott Downtown 


22 Sept       Cape Lookout Cruise and Raft-Up                 


 


30 Sept - 2 Oct.        Fall D/27 Conference at 


                             Marriott Winston Salem 


 


3 Oct            Executive Committee Meeting at 


                                Don & Sheila Breault 


  


19 Oct                     Membership Meeting at 


                  Buena Vista Grill (old Big Shotz) 


                                        on Stratford Rd 


 


 


Upcoming Events 







From the Helm 
 Cdr. Debbie Mayfield, S 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


       The D27 Fall meeting is only a little more than a week away.  Mark your calendars for Friday, 
September 30 and Saturday, October 1, 2011 for the D27 USPS Meeting being held in Winston-
Salem and being hosted by our squadron. If you haven’t signed up to help on either Friday after-
noon or Saturday, please contact Dawn Gaskill and see where she still needs help.  When you are 
not volunteering on Saturday, plan to take in some of the workshops or the District meeting and 
use this opportunity to see how everything works at the district and the wealth of knowledge 
there is to be shared.  In addition, it is great to meet members from around the state that share our 
love of boating.  We are still asking for Silent Auction items.  Items can be donated by you or a 
business.  Please email me with your item description, retail value, minimum bid price, and name 
of donator so I can start making the bid sheets.  While at the meeting be sure and check out the 
auction items and BID BID BID. 
  
      I have just finished completing 2 leadership classes and a multitude of workshops at the Na-
tional USPS Governing Board that was held in Greensboro.  It was great to meet so many USPS 
members from around the US and learning what National is doing to expand the horizons for 
members and to assist squadrons on recruiting new members as well as retaining current mem-
bers.  There were many amazing and dedicated volunteers at the meeting that spend many hours 
supporting and promoting USPS. 
 
     One of the new programs that are being offered to the public is On the Water Training.  The 
USPS has received a grant through the USCG for this program for 3 years.  As part of this pro-
gram, USPS has leased a boat and truck to drive around the US to do this On the Water training.  
 
      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If there is anything I can do for you, please don’t hesitate to contact me.  My contact information is 
in this newsletter. 







Executive Officer 


 


P/C Wayne Creekmore, JN 


      Having just returned from sunny Green Bay/WI (partly aboard the SS 
Badger, the last coal burning passenger liner in the Great Lakes), we are still 
adjusting to being home.  We recommend a visit to Wisconsin and Michi-
gan to anyone who loves water and scenic beauty. 
 
      It’s time to get back to work for the good old WSSPS and top of my list 
is to try and invigorate our VE program.  We can do this by all members 
calling Gary Lewis and arranging to have your boat inspected by one of our 
VEs.  If anyone is interested in a class to qualify as a VE, please contact 
Dawn Gaskill or myself. 







P/C  Dawn  Gaskill, AP 


Education Officer 


                                                      LOOKING AHEAD IN EDUCATION 


     We are used to having our “Usual Classes”.  But currently, much more is going on in USPS learning.  The 


“usual” is being revamped, to make it better and less redundant.  Anytime you take a class you can help out by 


writing up suggestions, which the instructor or chair person can submit to be reviewed by the Power Squadron 


people working on updating materials. 


New and exciting seminars that are in the works:  


 A new weather seminar—Basic Weather and Forecasting that has replaced the Onboard 


Weather Forecasting seminar. 


 Sail trim and Rig Tuning 


 Tides and Currents 


 Also,  Paddle Smart is being reworked.  From information given, this is a very large growing 


segment of the population.  (Canoes, white water rafting, and kayaking are some examples) 


If you might be interested or know of some friends that might be interested in some small one night/
day classes, go to http://www.usps.org/e_stuff/seminars.htm for more information. 
 
Seminars and small 1 or 2 day classes available now: 


 Instructor Recertification:  We have several members that teach and need to be recertified 


 Operations Training:  Many of our newer members, and officers have not yet had this seminar. 


At least there will be no test! 


 GPS Seminar:  How about someone volunteer to get in touch with the fishing club! 


 Knot Tying:   Fishing club, Scouts, etc.  I find it very useful at home also! 


 
For next year,  We need to start strong.  For these courses above and any other seminar you are inter-
ested, please email: Dawnatg@aol.com. 
 


 







Administrative 
Officer 


Lt/C Marilyn Shuping 


 
      As in the past, Ray and Bea Travis opened their home and grounds to the Annual 
Commander’s Picnic held on Sept 10th.  While attendance was low, everyone had a 
great time and enjoyed a wonderful meal of chopped barbecue, slaw, beans and rolls 
with accompanying beverages.  In addition to watermelon and banana pudding, the 
evening was topped off with a birthday cake supplied by Sheila Breault in honor of 
Ray’s birthday.  I would like to thank my set-up crew:  Reid, Faye, Tisha London, Bill 
Davis and Mike Shuping  my clean- up crew of Dana Breda, Denny Brigadier, Mike 
Shuping and of course, Ray and Bea for both setup and cleanup.  I’d like to also thank 
Ray and Reid for barbecuing the meat which was excellent. 
 
      We will be researching new venues for the picnics next year.  We have several good 
ideas already, but if you have any you’d like to add we certainly would appreciate 
your coming forward. 
 
Thank you! 







By P/C Don Breault, AP 


       These are moments frozen in time while cruising or pretending to be cruising.  “The Fish House Chronicles” is a unique 


collection of short story’s and essays of the experiences of the infamous coastal cruisers of the Winston-Salem Sail & 


Power Squadron.  At least we try and sometimes pretend that we are all having a good time cruising with our boats.  Even 


when they break-down or go hard aground once in a while.  We even have the best slip cruising stories ever told on land.  


“Why Women Are Always Right” 
 
    Most people relate to boating as a guy thing.  The reason is, in the numbers.  Most boaters are guys.  This is good for 


the guys and not so good for the gals.  If it were the other way around, then the gals would embarrass the guys.  Just ask 


Cathy or Sheila or Faye or Linda!  They can tell you!! 


 


      Now Sheila watches me labor intense hours in the engine room to replace a worn out pump or some silly component 


like a switch or valve.  Or Faye on the other hand watches Reid labor in the direct sun for hours cleaning and scrubbing the 


winter grime from My Girl on a beautiful summer day.  The only reward he gets is a bucket of sweat to throw overboard 


when he is done. 


 


      Now women are smarter than this.  They find a way to go shopping at Belk’s where the AC is on frigid mode and the 


Men are outside in 90% humidity working and cleaning and repairing.  Here are my conclusions as to why Men are from 


Mars and Women are from Venus in the boating community.   


 


      Women have a wide angle approach to vision.  Men think in tunnel vision.  Such as get it done and get it done now.  


Men can only see what is ahead of them and do not have a very good sense of that peripheral vision that may be helpful in 


spotting multiple targets of priorities.  Women however, can see lower levels of light over the horizon and decide what is 


important and what areas to avoid.   


 


      Women have a unique sense of hearing.  You know the one that can hear a bottle of beer opening from a nautical mile 


away when they know the work the men started is not yet finished.  A woman can be in a very intense conversation with 


someone else and exercise very intense listening in the other ear.  Example:  Men listen to a VHF radio and they tell every-


one on the bridge to shut up so they can listen to the silly message that Felix attempts to transmit to the local Coast Guard.  


Now women can listen and comprehend with one ear on a subject and at the same time listen with the other ear and com-


pute data at the same rate of speed. Men, can not focus on more than one subject and one conversation because of the at-


tention to the details.  Oh, so this may be related to that tunnel vision men have. Perhaps men may be just too goal oriented 


when engaged in a conversation or task.  Women on the other hand like to navigate by observation noticing details as they 


appear to them and deciding what is important or what is not.  (They teach this in Army Special Forces so they do not get 


lost in the woods!!) 


 


     Fnally, we need to learn from Women on how to learn new things.  Denny got a new stereo receiver for his fly bridge 


and he took it out of the box and wired it up and started to push buttons with tremendous anxiety hoping it will play like he 


envisioned it would.  Then he breaks it and returns it to West Marine for another.  While he expressed his frustration using 


colorful metaphors, Linda comes to his rescue.  She simply picks up the owners manual, reads it, and instructs Denny on 


what buttons to push.  Behold, they have beautiful music on the bridge.  Who gets the credit?  It depends on what conver-


sation you are in and who is in that conversation.  Lesson to be learned for men?  Read the instruction book first. 


 


Men did not get the short end of the stick during our 10,000 years of evolution.  They just got better at stacking and storing 


things, fishing, hunting, analytical skills, and growing beards.  We men also have a strong need and desire for cruising 


longer distances off shore where the waves are high and land forms tend to disappear.  Why?  We always have a woman on 


board to navigate!! 


 


 


 







 


 


 
 


 


Registration Form 
 


District 27 Fall Council & Conference Meeting 


30 September 2011 – 2 October 2011 


Marriott Winston-Salem 


425 North Cherry Street 


Winston-Salem, NC  27101 


 


 


Rank, Name, Grade   ______________________________________________________ 


 


Spouse or 2nd member – Rank, Name, Grade ___________________________________ 


 


Address ________________________________________________________________ 


 


Friday 


          Foothills Brewing – Cash Bar   


                                           Appetizers                                  ____ x $15               _______ 


                  YOU ARE ON YOUR OWN FOR DINNER 


 


Saturday 


          SPOUSES COFFEE – NO CHARGE            Number attending needed   _______  


          


          FACILITIES FEE                                                    ____ x  $5             s    _______ 


          


          MEMBERS LUNCH                                                                                                               
                Chef Sandwich board (choice of 4 sandwiches)  ____ x  $18               _______ 


                GLUTEN FREE – lettuce wraps                         ____  x  $18               _______               


           


           BANQUET & CASH BAR 


                 Herb Crusted Salmon entrée                               ____ x  $34               _______ 


                 GLUTEN FREE                                                  ____ x  $34               _______ 


                 Herb Roasted Chicken Breast entrée                  ____ x  $34               _______ 


                 GLUTEN FREE                                                  ____ x  $34               _______ 


                                                                                                           Total  $        _______ 


 


        New member since January 2010 _____           1st time District Meeting _____ 


 


                             Make checks payable to: Winston-Salem Sail & Power Squadron 
   


                                     Send check and completed form by 22 September 2011 to:   


                                                                 Lt/C Kathi Vestal 


                                                               182 Parkview Circle 


                                                                Pinnacle, NC 27043  


          


 


 







 


 


 
 


 


 


D27 Fall Council Conference Agenda 


30 September - 2 October, 2011 


Marriott Hotel, Winston-Salem, NC        
Friday –30 September 


Uniform Casual – USPS Shirt                (Revised 21 August 2011) 


Assignment Event   Location Event Lead / Speaker Time 


Winston-Salem 


 D/Sec. 


Attending Member Registration & Voter Registration Hearn Foyer  1400-1800 


Winston-Salem Silent Auction Table Hearn Foyer  1400-1800 


 


D/C & Bridge 


 


New Members, 1st Timers, &  


Squadron Commanders Reception 


 


 


D/C Suite 


 


 


D/C Mike McCulley, JN 


 


1600-1645 


D/C & Bridge P/D/C and Host Squadron Reception D/C Suite D/C Mike McCulley, JN 1645-1745 


Winston-Salem 


 


District Party – appetizers included & a cash bar –  


ON YOUR OWN FOR DINNER 


 


Foothills Brewing  


638 West Fourth St. 


  


1800-1930 


 


Saturday – 1 October 


Uniform – USPS Shirt for Conference, Blue Blazer w/ USPS Shirt or Appropriate Attire for Reception & Dinner 


Assignment Event Location Event Lead / Speaker Time 


Winston-Salem 


D/Sec. 


Attending Member Registration & Voter Registration           Hearn Foyer  0700-0900 


Winston-Salem Silent Auction Table Hearn Foyer  0700-0900 


Winston-Salem Spouses Coffee D/C Suite  0900-1030 


 


D/C 


 


Fall Council/Conference convenes 


 


Hearn A  


  


0900-1030 


 Invocation  D/Lt Alec Wrenn, N  


 Pledge of Allegiance  Cdr Debbie Mayfield, S  


 Intro. USPS Nat’l Rep & D/27 Guests  P/R/C Bill Reasons, SN  


 Nat’l Representative Town Hall Mtg  R/C Jeff Hamilton, AP  


 Bridge Officer Reports  D/27 Bridge Officers  


      ---break---    


 Break-Out Session 1   1045-1145 


 
     Sqd Cdrs and Sqd Exec Officers Hearn A 


  


D/C Mike McCulley, JN & 


D/Lt/C Harold O’Briant, JN 


 


      Education Officers – Rules of the Road I Hearn C P/C Dan Bartell, SN  


      Treasurers Hearn D D/Lt/C Dave Parsons, AP  


      Improving Websites I Winston D/Lt/C Dave Simons, AP  


      Nominating Committee (closed) Salem  P/D/C Jamie McCurry, AP  


D/C Members Awards Luncheon Hearn B D/C Mike McCulley, JN 1200-1415 


 
     Luncheon Speaker Introduction   


            North Carolina Lighthouses 


 D/Lt/C Bob Howd, JN 


Speaker – Bett Padget 


 


 ---break---    


 Break-Out Session 2   1430-1530 


      Administration Officers Hearn A D/Lt/C Bob Howd, JN  


      Cooperative Charting Hearn D P/C Phil Benson, JN  


      Education Officers – ID Certification Hearn C D/Lt Tom Penders, SN  


      Improving Websites II Winston D/Lt/C Dave Simons, AP  


      Planning Committee (closed) Salem P/D/C Jerry Hall, SN  


 ---break---    


D/C Fall Council/Conference reconvenes Hearn A   1535-1545 


 Reports of General Committees  Committee Chairperson  


 Reports of Standing Committees  Committee Chairperson  


 Meeting Adjourns  D/C Mike McCulley, JN 1545 


 ---break---    


N Club N Club Meeting – Rules of the Road II Hearn A P/C Larry Colwell, SN 1600-1700 


 


D27 Meetings Chair 


 


Members Reception (cash bar) & Dinner 


 


Hearn B  


 


D/Lt  Sarah McCurry, S 


 


1800 
 


Sunday – 2 October 


Uniform Casual - USPS Shirt 


Assignment Event Location Event Lead / Speaker Time 


P. Benson Cooperative Charting Salem P/C Phil Benson, JN 0900-1030 


 


D/27  Fall Meeting Agenda 







 


A poem written by the late Albert Gaskill, P commemorating a co-op 


charting cruise of yore 







Date Event                          Date:09/01/2011


January 3, 2011 Communication Briefing - "LTL"


January 8, 2011 D-27 Squadron Officer Training, University Club, Raleigh, NC


January 24, 2010 Cruise Planning Committee Meeting 7 pm.  "Breault's Boston Bar & Grill"


January 31, 2011 USPS Annual Meeting.  Lake Buena Vista, FL.  1/31 to 2/5


February 5, 2011 WSSPS Change of Watch - Pine Brook Country Club


February 7, 2011 Communication Briefing- "Tom & Cathy Loveless House"


February 16, 2011 Dockside Seafood Restaurant, Clemmons, NC - "Cruising The ICW From Florida"


March 7, 2011 Comminication Briefing- :Michael & Marilyn Shuping House"


March 16, 2011 Big Shots Grill, Stratford Rd. Winston-Salem, NC - "Boat Buying Basics" by Don Breault


March 25, 2011 D-27 Change Of Watch.  "Courtyard Marriott, Carolina Beach, NC".   3/25 to 3/27


March 29, 2011 "ABC" Final Class.  Old Town Recreation Center


April 4, 2011 Communication Briefing- "Breault's Boston Bar & Grill"


April 20, 2011 Big Shots Grill Stratford Rd., Winston-Salem, NC - "Birds Of Coastal NC"  by Ron Morris


April 29, 2011 Cruise to Oriental.  4/29 to 5/1


May 2, 2011 Executive Committee Meeting  Open To All Members George Ellis Home, Clemmons, NC


May 14, 2011 Cruise To Bald Head island & Wilmington, NC.  5/14 to 5/22


May 25, 2011 Big Shots Grill, Stratford Rd., Winston-Salem, NC - "Oriental, NC Our Treasure On The Coast"


June 6, 2011 Executive Committee Meeting Open To All Members  "George & Margie Lamb House"


June 17, 2011 D-27 Rendezvous, River Dunes, Oriental, NC.   6/17 to 6/19


June 25, 2011             Ray and B Travis Home  "Low Country Boil & Auction"


July 2, 2011 Cruise To New Berne, NC.  7/2 to 7/5


July 20, 2011 Big Shots Grill, Stratford Rd., Winston-Salem, NC - "Cruising The South Pole"


August 1, 2011 Executive Committee Meeting Open To All Members  "George & Margie Lamb House"


August 17, 2011 Big Shots Grill, Stratford Rd., Winston-Salem, NC - "TBA"


September 6, 2011(Tuesday)  Executive Committee Meeting Open To All Members  "George Ellis Home, Clemmons, NC"


September 10, 2011 Commanders Picnic   Ray & B Travis Home   "Southern Style Bar B Q"


September 12, 2011 USPS Fall Governing Board, Greensboro, NC.  9/12 to 9/17


September 22, 2011 Cruise & Raft Up.  Cape Lookout.  9/22 to 9/25


September 30, 2011 D-27 Fall Conference.  "Winston-Salem, NC"  9/30 to 10/2


October 3, 2011 Executive Committee Meeting Open To All Members  "Breault's Boston Bar & Grill"


October 19, 2011 Buena Vista Grille, Stratford Rd. Winston-Salem, NC - "The Dismal Swamp" By John Richardson.


October 22, 2011 Local Intercoastal Cruise, NC.  10/22 to 10/30


November 4, 2011 Cruise To Beaufort, NC.  11/4 to 11/6


November 5, 2011 Belk Fundraiser, 6 AM to 10 AM


November 7, 2011 Executive Committee Meeting Open To All Members  "Tom & Cathy Loveless House"


November 16, 2011 Buena Vista Grille, Stratford Rd. Winston-Salem, NC - "Our Year In Review"


December 5, 2011 Executive Committee Meeting Open To All Members  "London House"


December 17, 2011 (Saturday) Hawthorne Inn, 420 High St. Winston-Salem, NC "Annual Christmas Party"


2012


January 2, 2012 Executive Committee Meeting Open To All Members  "TBA"


January 7, 2012 D-27 Winter Training Meeting.  NC State University Club, Raleigh, NC


January 31, 2012 USPS Annual Meeting.  Hyatt Regency, Jacksonville, FL.  1/31 to 2/4


February 4, 2012 WSSPS Change Of Watch   "Pineville CC"


March 23, 2012 D-27 Spring Conference & COW.  "TBD"  3/23 to 3/25


Winston-Salem Sail & Power Squadron


Calendar of Events for 2011
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Educational Officer                         P/C Dawn Gaskill, AP 


Secretary                Lt/C Margie Lamb, P 


Treasurer                  Lt/C Kathi Vestal, S 
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Important events 


22 Sept.                                    Cape Lookout Cruise and Raft-up                      


 


30 Sept                  D/27 Convention at Marriott, Winston Salem 


-Oct. 2   


 


Oct. 3                      Executive Committee Mtg at Breault  home  


Oct. 19           Membership Mtg at Buena Vista Grill (Big Shotz)     
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                                A Great Year  







                                       Squadron Contacts 
 


 


               Cdr. Debbie Mayfield, S       djmayfield@earthlink.net                    P/C Dawn Gaskill, AP              dawnatg@aol.com 
                                                                             (336) 924-9296                                                                              336 785-0996 


               Lt/C Marilyn Shuping , S        MBShuping@tdarx.com                   Lt/C Margie Lamb, P       margielamb@gmail.com 


                                                                              (336) 972-2382                                                                               336 766-6645 


               P/C Wayne Creekmore, JN           creek2k@yahoo.com                   Lt/C Kathi Vestal, S            kbvestal@triad.rr.com 


                                                                              (336) 859-3773                                                                              336 368-5046 
                    
                        Feel free to contact any of the officers above if you have questions. 
 
 
 
 


5 December        Executive Committee meeting 


                                   at the London home   


 


17 December                    Christmas Party at 


                      Hawthorne Inn on Marshall St. 


                     6pm, $25/person, please RSVP 


                                        By Sat., Dec. 17 


Upcoming Events 







From the Helm 
 Cdr. Debbie Mayfield, S 


 


 


 


 


 


 


      At our November meeting we reviewed our accomplishments for the year 20ll and 
held  Bridge elections.  It has been a very busy year with Public Education Courses, 
member training courses, boat cruises, socials, meetings, and the hosting of the D27 
USPS Fall Meeting.  We also held a small silent auction that raised more funds for the 
club treasury. I wanted to thank Linda Brigadier for her hard work collecting and put-
ting together our pictorial “Year in Review” slideshow. 
 
      I invite you to attend our December meetings which are discussed within this 
newsletter.  We welcome both members and interested guests ! 
 
      Happy Thanksgiving! 
 


 







P/C  Dawn  Gaskill, AP 


Education Officer 


EDUCATIONAL COURSES TO REVIEW FOR 2012 


 


Five Advanced Grade courses are offered by USPS.  They are designed to be taken in sequence 
because each builds on skills taught in the previous course. 


· Seamanship (S)  


· Piloting (P)  


· Advanced Piloting (AP)  


· Junior Navigation (JN)  


· Navigation (N)  


 


Six Elective Courses are offered by USPS.  They cover separate and independent topics and 


therefore may be taken in any order according to a person’s interests and time. 


1. Cruise Planning 


2. Engine Maintenance:  EM101 (Basic Engine Maintenance), EM102 (Advanced 


Engine Maintenance) 


3. Instructor Development 


4. Marine Electronics:  MES (Marine Electrical Systems), MCS (Marine Commu-


nication Systems), and MNS (Marine Navigation Systems) 


5. Sail 


6. Weather 


 


 


 







Administrative 
Officer 


Lt/C Marilyn Shuping, S 


 


Dear Fellow Boaters: 
 
      Thank you for coming to our November Membership Meeting at Buena Vista Grill and 
contributing to our Holiday Food Drive.  There is still time to bring a contribution to our 
Executive Committee meeting next month on December 5 at the London’s home.  It starts 
at 6pm.  Everyone is welcome to these informative, planning meetings.  If you have some-
thing to offer our squadron we’d love to have you attend  and help with the success of the 
club.  
 
      Also, next month is our Christmas Party.  This year it will be held at the Hawthorne 
Inn on Marshall Street.  We will have a buffet with some great food, entertainment, etc.  It 
will be on Saturday, December 17th starting at 6pm.  The cost is $25 per person.  A cash bar 
will be provided.  Please send your checks to Kathy Vestal.  We’d like to get a ballpark 
headcount so please let us know you are coming, by Saturday, December 17.  You can call 
me (972-2382) or email me at mbshuping@tdarx.com.  It will be a great time. 
 
      There will be NO meeting in January as our COW (Change of Watch) will be held on 
February 4.  Reid London is heading up the committee for the COW and I’m certain he 
can use your help. 
 
      That’s about it from the Admin Officer. Have a wonderful Thanksgiving!  We have so 
much to be thankful for. 
 
Marilyn 
 
 
 


 


 







By P/C Don Breault, AP 


       These are moments frozen in time while cruising or pretending to be cruising.  “The Fish House Chronicles” is a unique 


collection of short story’s and essays of the experiences of the infamous coastal cruisers of the Winston-Salem Sail & 


Power Squadron.  At least we try and sometimes pretend that we are all having a good time cruising with our boats.  Even 


when they break-down or go hard aground once in a while.  We even have the best slip cruising stories ever told on land.  


 


 
           


 


 
 


 
 


 


 


 


 


“The Return of Felix” 
(The case of the sunken Squiggle) 


 


 


      Now Felix is feeling very confident about his seamanship abilities as he just finished his last class learn-


ing about Weather that was taught by a “Captain Bligh”.  Felix was told in this class that if he went to a boat 
store to purchase a new or almost new “Rinker”, he could cruise far off into the sunset and begin to really live 


the dream.  Felix was told that this is the ultimate boat because the small engine was real good on gas and it 


had a real nice cockpit that had more room than anyone needed to include storage for a small inflatable.  


 
      So with some horse-trading and a little down payment along with a 3rd mortgage on his metal fabricated 


house in Yadkinville, Felix was getting pretty pumped up. You know the anxiety one feels when you just buy 


a new boat.  That feeling you get in your stomach when you can’t even sleep a wink the first night.  So Felix 
gets up in the middle of the night to admire his new acquisition that was sitting on a used steel trailer in his 


gravel driveway.  He stood there dreaming of running this new beast of a boat that he thought measured only 


a couple feet shorter than his older flat roofed metal fabricated house.   He even noticed that the boat trailer 


had an identical hitch to the one in front of his house. 
 


      The alarm clock did not even have to do its job as Felix was already dressed and ready for that special 


occasion of launching “This New Boat” at his favorite lake in Iredell County.  The famous Lake Norman!!!  
So once he had hooked his restored 1972 shiny red Dodge Power Wagon to the trailer, and having checked all 


of the tail lights for proper illumination, Felix was feeling pretty proud as he wondered who would be looking 


at him as he drove this sweet new rig along the interstate on the way to the boat launch Saturday morning.  
But there was one thing missing.  CREW !!! 


 


      Felix thought that at the last minute that he could handle this 25’ cabin cruiser by himself and he would 


kind of find crew along the way or perhaps at that famous floating bar near the route 150 bridge in Moores-
ville.  Someone from the Greensboro Sail & Power Squadron told Felix that was a good place to pick up sin-


gle women.  So the question of the hour was; do I call someone or just wing it.  You see, Felix did not have 


such a good experience last time he did this, so he thought he would just wing it.  On the road again was Felix 
and he felt very fine as he pulled on to interstate 77 south.  In no time at all he was looking at the somewhat 


long line of wanna be fishermen with their shiny new metal flake glass bass boats launching into the lake by 


two’s.  They had the launch area all tied up because it appeared they may have a tournament going on today.  
As soon as they launched, they were drag racing their 300 HP outboards to a secret fishing hole 2 miles away.  


Felix somehow thought that someone leaked out the location of the secret fishing hole as it was surrounded 


by at least 25 bass boats. 


 







 


 


 
      While Felix was making last minute preps on his new cruiser, a smoking hot young lady came along 


and asked Felix if he needed a push off the dock.  With his jaws open wide and his heart beating fast he 


was lost for words and just said, OK, just jump right in!!   Then Felix silently prayed to God: “Please 


God, let her be 18”.  With informal introductions and a new girl named Mandy, Felix had his crew for 
the day.  Or maybe just part of the day.  So this is how Felix and Mandy begin their journey on Lake 


Norman.  Now Felix had someone to impress with his new boat but most important, someone to show 


off his new seamanship skills he just learned.  This is where the real fun will begin. 
 


      Remember those rude fishermen?  “Well now,” said Felix, we will just go see what kind of fish they 


are catching.  So off he goes to that very secret fishing hole no one is supposed to know about and be-


hold, Felix creates a wake like a whirlpool as he circles around them at half throttle.  Annoyed with this, 
the fisherman take off with their rocket boats to the other secret fishing hole in the south end of the lake.  


Felix just continues to a secluded cove near the state park.  I guess by now, Miss Mandy wants to see 


how this new complicated marine toilet works.  So Felix brings his new boat up to cruising speed and he 
puts the boat on auto pilot and goes down below to show her how to use it.  Moments later Felix 


emerges from the cabin and behold, he has company. One of those funny center consoles with blue 


lights on it like a police car in the water. 
 


       It appeared that Felix blew past this Wildlife Officer and Felix shot him a wake that almost 


swamped the law enforcement boat along with the boat he was inspecting.  So now it is Felix’s turn to 


get inspected.  With a little help from Mandy as she distracted these young wildlife officers with her 
smoking hot bikini, Felix gets off with just a warning.  A few moments later, Felix was off to his desti-


nation.  After a few more miles and a small GPS correction, he had stopped this new boat to lay anchor 


for a non eventful afternoon lunch.   
 


      Now there was another boat in this secluded cove called “Mad Dog”.  It was a small inboard cruiser 


almost the same size as Felix’s new boat.  The crew of Jim & Genny waved as they went by being extra 
careful to not shoot Felix a wake.  Felix admired the way they handled their boat and he had hoped that 


some day people would think the same of him.  Now what was “Mad Dog” doing in this secluded cove 


so early in the day?  After a few beers later and a small snack from the galley, Felix heard some small 


shouts of “help” coming deep inside this cove that was laden with old submerged stumps, rocks, and 
other things that can wreck havoc with propellers and out drives. 


 


      With the quick thinking of a recently trained mariner, Felix quickly had Mandy blow up the inflat-
able boat that was neatly stored behind the cockpit seating.  Soon the two were rowing over to the shal-


lows deep inside this secluded cove near the state park.  They discover a horrible sight.  It is an older 


power boat captain in the water holding on to what appears to be a sunken runabout called “Squiggle”.  


The man in the water introduced himself as the original Alex Cooper.  Other wise known as the infa-
mous “Duke Of Earl”.  Alex claimed that there was a conspiracy against him and that someone sunk his 


boat on purpose.   
 


 


 


 
 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 
 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 
 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 
 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 







      Now who would ever do this asked Felix.  Alex tried to blame it on all of the Yankees moving into 
Mooresville from Connecticut but he had to admit it could have been a guy named Dwight.  Dwight, the 


prince of the cove near the west end of the Lake.  Now with this short rescue and back into Felix’s new boat, 


Alex was saved and given refreshments.  But he was also scolded for stepping on the new upholstery with 


his shoes on Felix’s new boat.  How did this happen asked Felix? Alex said that guy Dwight had an evil 
pontoon boat with three pontoons and two outboard engines.  He had flames painted along the sides of his 


pontoons which made it look bad and fast.  He also said the front of the pontoons had shark teeth painted on 


them that were  as big as chain saws.  This made the pontoon boat look more bad and mean.  Alex also cried 
that with the two outboard engines on this pontoon boat, it allowed him to win all of the slow boat races  


because who would ever think that a pontoon boat would have two engines and go faster than a speeding 


bass boat to that secret fishing hole no one was supposed to know about. Alex cried more and stated that this 
is unfair and justice had to be served. 


 


      Now Felix had Mandy haul up the anchor and chain and away they went in search of this evil killer pon-


toon boat that was responsible for sinking a “Squiggle”.  The only clue Felix had was a “Mad Dog”.  A Mad 
Dog of the lake.  Now what an investigation this can turn out to be.  Looking for an evil pontoon boat with 


two many pontoons and extra outboard engines maybe aided by a “Mad Dog” that helped create an end to 


the Squiggle.  
 


Stay Tuned to Part Two:   “Who Sunk Squiggle” 
 
 
See You On the Water 
 
P/C Don Breault 
“Liberty” 
 







          
        Mike Vestal was 30 years old when I met him.  We met at 
work thrown together by corporate organizational changes.  I 
worked for L’eggs and Mike worked for Hanes Hosiery.  As 
these two companies became one, Mike and I were thrown 
together in a high tech Automation/Packaging Engineering 
Group of which I became Manager.  I became Mike’s boss.  It 
did not take me long to understand Mike was a very sharp indi-
vidual.  He had the ability to take packaging projects and run 
with them.  We bounced many ideas off one another, but Mike 
was the one that made the project go.  We traveled all over 
the US together for many years, and I can truly say this guy 
was always a joy to travel with.  Well maybe except once.  We 
were in Boston Mass working on a packaging machine and Mike 
had a foot problem to come up.  I had to push Mike around in 
a wheelchair for two days.  Yes, it was a problem to push this 
guy around for two days, but I would have pushed him around 
for two months, or two years if I needed to.  You know, be-
cause he would have been there for me.  That was Mike Ves-
tal. 
        For 25 years we never had a cross word with each other.  
That was Mike Vestal.  This guy became more than a great 
employee.  This guy became more than a great asset to the 
company.  This Guy became a true friend to all who knew 
him.  That was Mike Vestal. 
        Mike did have one bad fault.  He pulled for the Blue 
team. (UNC) We did argue many times about NCSU vs. UNC.  
Just proves we do all have at least one fault.  That was Mike 
Vestal. 
        Just talking to Mike and listening to him talk about his 
“Girls”, (Wife and two daughters) I knew Mike was a good hus-
band and father.  He never said a bad word about them 
around me, or indicated that things were ever anything but 
good a home.  That was Mike Vestal. 
        When I was commander of the WSSPS, I wanted Mike to 
be my Admin Officer and he said yes.  He said yes, now what 
do I need to do.  But he said yes first.  That was Mike Vestal. 
        We had several good years in WSSPS.  Mike even went 
with me several times on “My Girl” when I needed help mov-
ing the boat.  He was a very good first mate.  Mike and Kathy 
both were able to go on a very good memorable trip to Ocra-
coke, NC that we still talk about today.  That was Mike Vestal. 
        You can sum it up this way.  Mike was a work associate, 
automation/packaging machine specialist, technical innova-
tor, first mate, fraternity brother, side kick, helper, just 
“BEST FRIEND”.  That was Mike Vestal.  I have known Mike for 
many years and I think the best way to put it in words is just 
“BEST FRIEND”.  That was Mike Vestal. 
         I will always remember “Mike Vestal”. 


 
   Reid London 







                             Ship’s Store 
 


  New WSSPS logo polo shirts (white)                                   


           Mens: Medium-X-Large 


              Ladies: Small-Large                                                                                                    


                          $25 


 


 


 


  WSSPS coffee cups & can “huggies”    


               $3 each or 2 for $5   


  WSSPS 50th Anniversary burgees $25                                                                                                                                  


 







 


 


Date Event                          Date:11/07/2011


January 7, 2012 D-27 Winter Training Meeting.  NC State University Club, Raleigh, NC


January 25-29, 2012 USPS Annual Meeting.  Hyatt Regency, Jacksonville, FL.  


February 4, 2012 WSSPS Change Of Watch   "Pinebrook CC"


February 6, 2012 Executive Committee Meeting   "Cathy & Tom Lovelace House"


February 15, 2012 Monthly Meeting.  Buena Vista Grille, Stratford Rd.  Winston-Salem.  "TBA"


March 5, 2012 Executive Committee Meeting   "Breault's Boston Bar & Grill"


March 21, 2012 Monthly Meeting.  Buena Vista Grille, Stratford Rd.  Winston-Salem.  "TBA"


March 23, 2012 D-27 Spring Conference & COW.  "New Bern Hilton"  3/23 to 3/25


April 2, 2012 Executive Committee Meeting   "George & Margie Lamb House"


April 18, 2012 Monthly Meeting.  Buena Vista Grille, Stratford Rd.  Winston-Salem.  "TBA"


May 4-5, 2012 D-27 Rendzvous.  Little River, NC


May 7, 2012 Executive Committee Meeting   "London Times Lounge"


May 12, 2012 May Fest, Pilot Mountain, NC


May 16, 2012 Monthly Meeting.  Buena Vista Grille, Stratford Rd.  Winston-Salem.  "TBA"


June 9-17, 2012 Coastal Cruise


June 4, 2012 Executive Committee Meeting   "George Ellis House"


June 18, 2012 Low Country Boil   "TBA"


July 4-8, 2012 Coastal Cruise


August 6, 2012 Executive Committee Meeting   "George & Margie Lamb House"


August 15, 2012 Monthly Meeting.  Buena Vista Grille, Stratford Rd.  Winston-Salem.  "TBA"


September 1-3, 2012 Coastal Cruise


September 15, 2012 Commanders Picnic   "TBA"


October 1, 2012 Executive Committee Meeting   "Breault's Boston Bar & Grill"


October 12-14, 2012 USPS Fall Governing Board.  Detroit, MI


October 13-21, 2012 Coastal Cruise


October 17, 2012 Monthly Meeting.  Buena Vista Grille, Stratford Rd.  Winston-Salem.  "TBA"


November 5, 2012 Executive Committee Meeting   "Cathy & Tom Lovelace House"


November 2-4, 2012 Coastal Cruise


November 21, 2012 Monthly Meeting.  Buena Vista Grille, Stratford Rd.  Winston-Salem.  "Our Year In Review"


December 3, 2012 Executive Committee Meeting   "London Times Lounge"


December 15, 2012 Annual Christmas Party  "TBA"


2013


January 5, 2013 D-27 Winter Training Meeting.  NC State University Club, Raleigh, NC


Winston-Salem Sail & Power Squadron


Calendar of Events for 2012
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204 Hadley Ct., Winston Salem, NC 27106  


A
 P


U
B


L
IC


A
T


IO
N


 O
F
 


D
IS


T
R


IC
T
 2


7
 


 


A
 U


n
it


 o
f 


th
e


 U
n


it
e


d
 S


ta
te


s 
P


o
w


e
r 


S
q


u
a


d
ro


n
s 


BRIDGE  


Commander                                  Cdr Debbie Mayfield, S 
Executive Officer                     P/C Wayne Creekmore, JN 


Administrative Officer               Lt/C  Marilyn Shuping, S 
Educational Officer                         P/C Dawn Gaskill, AP 


Secretary                Lt/C Margie Lamb, P 
Treasurer                  Lt/C Kathi Vestal, S 


 


 


Editor/Publisher                                      Cathy Loveless, S 


C
R


O
S


S
E


D
 


A
N


C
H


O
R


S
 


Important events 


                                                                 


5 Dec.                                      ExCom Meeting  at London home 


                                                              Social 6pm, Meeting 7pm 


 


17 Dec.                                                Annual Christmas Party at 


                                            Hawthorne Inn on Marshall St. 6pm, 


                                                           Please RSVP by Sat. Dec. 17  


Please deliver to: 
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Low 
Country 
Boil 







17 August 
 


Jim Schwarz,  
(former owner of a 


Cancun Marina)  


   
 


 


Big Shotz Tavern 
109 S. Stratford Rd 


 


 


 


 


 


Guests always welcome 


Order off menu, no RSVP 


Social:     6:30 pm 


Meeting: 7:00 pm 


            Squadron Contacts 
 


 


Cdr. Debbie Mayfield, S                             djmayfield@earthlink.net 
                                                                                     (336) 924-9296 
Lt/C Marilyn Shuping , S                              MBShuping@tdarx.com 


                                                                                     (336) 972-2382  


P/C Wayne Creekmore, JN                                creek2k@yahoo.com 


                                                                                     (336) 859-3773 


P/C Dawn Gaskill, AP                                            dawnatg@aol.com 


                                                                                     (336) 785-0996 


Lt/C Margie Lamb, P                                    margielamb@gmail.com 
                  (336) 766-6643 
Lt/C Kathi Vestal, S                                kbvestal@triad.rr.com 
                                                                                     (336) 368-5046 
 
 
 
Feel free to contact any of the officers above if 
you have questions. 


   WSSPS Meeting 
17 August                Membership meeting at 


                                     Big Shotz Tavern 


 


 


6 Sept.         Executive Committee meeting at  


                                    the Shuping home 


                                                 6:30 pm 


 


10 Sept.                    Commanders Picnic at 


                                      the Travis home 


                                       5:00pm social, 


                                       6:00pm dinner 


Upcoming Events 







From the Helm 
 Cdr. Debbie Mayfield, S 


 


      Our year is half over and boating season is into it hottest months in NC.  The D27 Fall meeting 


is only a month and a half away.  Mark your calendars for Friday, September 30 and Saturday, Oc-


tober 1, 2011 for the D27 USPS Meeting being held in Winston-Salem and being hosted by our 


squadron. We need every member to plan on volunteering in some capacity for the weekend as well 


as taking this opportunity to attend the meeting since is in our own back yard.  We need individuals 


to help with registration, the silent auction, taking tickets and acting as hosts/hostesses on both Fri-


day and Saturday. We also need more recipes to go in the recipe booklet giveaway too. 


 


       We are still asking for Silent Auction items.  Items can be donated by you or a business.  


Please email me with your item description, retail value, minimum bid price, and name of donator 


so I can start making the bid sheets.  If your business has an item that can go in the goodie bags, it 


is estimated we will need 150-200 items for one to go in each bag.  Please let me or Dawn Gaskill 


know what you have to donate. 


 


      We had several visitors and potential new members at our July meeting.  Please be sure and in-


troduce yourselves at our meetings to visitors and let them get to know us. 


 


      We have many upcoming events and cruises, be sure and look at our schedule and additional 


articles in this newsletter and plan to attend and/or participate. 


 


      If there is anything I can do for you, please don’t hesitate to contact me.  My contact informa-


tion is in this newsletter. 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


  


 


 


 


 


 







P/C  Dawn  Gaskill, AP 
 


Executive Officer 


 


P/C Wayne Creekmore, JN 


EDUCATION FUN 
 


      Education can be a fun and bonding time. We have recently completed the Piloting class with 
3 successful students passing the test. Congrats to:   John Patrick, Gary Lewis and Frank Burgess.  
                                 
      If you have a place to have classes for Weather, Seamanship, Piloting, Instructor Qualifica-
tion, etc please call 785-0996 and let me know.  If you are interested in a course also call me. 
 


       
     We are needing you to sign up to come to the District 27 meeting we are hosting.  We plan on 
an enjoyable time, and want to show the District we support USPS and D/27.  We will be having 
volunteer sign up at the next membership dinner.  We then will be calling you for your support. 


 


 


Education Officer 


     As we are now well into the summer boating season and you are going to be cruising our fabu-
lous waterways, please remember as you navigate to make note of any differences you see versus 
the chart itself so that we can fulfill our public service requirements in COOP charting.   
 
     Also, as you fly the WSSPS Burgee make sure that your boat and boating are a credit to WSSPS.  
An easy way to meet this goal is to call Gary Lewis and arrange a free boat safety inspection.  This 
can be done either in the water or on a trailer, etc.  Also, inspections can be done on PWC, kayaks, 
row boats, canoes, etc. 







Administrative 
Officer 


Lt/C Marilyn Shuping 


 


      August already!  It seemed like just yesterday we were anticipating the summer and 
all the boating fun that accompanies the warm months.  I look forward to the autumn 
also.  To me, there’s something in the air that’s magical. The air is still warm, the water is 
warm, but we do not have to deal with the oppressive heat.  We DO have to deal with 
the dreaded “H” word, meaning hurricane.  We’ve been lucky in the past few years 
(knock wood) and I hope that trend will continue. 
 
      I had some very positive feedback about our program in July, delivered by Dr. 
“Hop” Hopkins on his journey to Antarctica.  I don’t think we’ll be lining up a cruise 
down there anytime soon but it was interesting to experience his trip, penguins and all. 
       
     We have had some discussion at the bridge meetings about our monthly venue, Big 
Shotz on Stratford Road.  The July meeting went reasonably well after I asked them for a 
second waitress.  We were out of there by 8:30pm.  They have a great audiovisual set up.  
We have our own room and it’s centrally located.  The menu is good also.  I have gone 
through the telephone yellow pages and called several restaurants.  Nobody has a room 
that can accommodate our size crowd.  The Piedmont Club has to have an accurate head 
count and we would be charged whether that number shows up or not. So unless some-
one has a great suggestion we will be meeting at Big Shotz indefinitely.  Let’s face it, 
those waitresses at the Yacht House spoiled us. 
 
      The Bridge meeting on September 6th will be here at my address in Bermuda Run.  
It’s a small condo and the parking is very limited.  I will get you directions in a few 
weeks as we get closer. 
      
      On September 10th we have our Commanders Picnic at Ray and Bea Travis home in 
Advance, a “Southern Style Bar BQ”.    I had a great group of people help me set up and 
clean up for the Low Country Boil.  I’d love to get some other people to help also.  Ray 
was very pleased at the assistance we got.  He said it was the easiest the tent had ever 
gone up.  More people = easier set up. I will have more information on the picnic in the 
coming weeks.   
 







By P/C Don Breault, AP 


       These are moments frozen in time while cruising or pretending to be cruising.  “The Fish House Chronicles” is a unique 


collection of short story’s and essays of the experiences of the infamous coastal cruisers of the Winston-Salem Sail & 


Power Squadron.  At least we try and sometimes pretend that we are all having a good time cruising with our boats.  Even 


when they break-down or go hard aground once in a while.  We even have the best slip cruising stories ever told on land.  


 


“The Rescue of Felix” 
(Part 2) 


 


      Now that Felix was motoring between all of the squares and triangles, he did notice there were some lefts 


and rights he could take but he had no idea where they went so he continued to follow the other boats.  Some 


boats went right and some went left and some continued on the same course in the ICW.  Well Felix felt he 


wanted to venture into the wide open blue water like he saw in that movie “Pirates of The Caribbean”. 


 


      Eventually he followed a large sport fisher that was going out to sea and Felix continued to stay in this sport 


fisher’s wake or hole being carved out of the water by a 30,000 lb displacement hull.  After some time the sport 


fisher disappeared out of sight as Felix felt that his little boat should go slower due to the size of the waves that 


were beginning to crash over his bow.  With a little over 2 hours of running, the boat engine said, I had enough 


of this, so it quit.  Just like that.  So Felix began to try and start the engine, and it turned over but would not 


start.  Eventually he ran the battery dead. 


 


      Now Felix is about to go through his first tongue lashing by someone of the opposite sex for taking her so 


far out and there is no bimini top to protect her from the sun, and no toilet to go potty.  All they had was some 


beer in a small portable cooler that was bounced all around the boat from the many waves and wakes.  My 


guess is Felix was in for it now. 


 


      After an hour of drifting and poking at the engine, Felix looked at his girlfriend with that look of despair.  


That same look no man can hide.  It is the look of I really do not know what to do but can’t admit it yet.  So 


with a sharp crack of the tongue his girlfriend told him to use that new radio he purchased at West Marine yes-


terday.  You know the one in the box next to the cooler.  So Felix took the box and assembled the hand held 


VHF radio from the packing materials he had flung all over the boat and managed to find the 4 AAA batteries 


needed for this radio so he could turn it on.  Thank goodness they are packing batteries with hand held’s these 


days.  His girlfriend told him that Reid said to use channel 16 for distress calling.  Here is what everyone heard 


on the air waves that Friday afternoon on channel 16. 


 


“BREAKER  - BREAKER 16.  HEY COAST GUARD, WHAT IS YOUR HANDLE?” 


 


No response.  So I guess that no one who listens to channel 16 would take that distress call very seriously.  So 


Felix repeats this same call again and again: 


 


“BREAKER – BREAKER 16.  HEY COAST GUARD, WHAT IS YOUR HANDLE?” 
 


 


 







      Finally some young 19 year old child assigned to a Coast Guard base unit at Wrightsville Beach responded.  


(Now this is where all of our Friday afternoon entertainment took place.)  The corresponding conversations were 


more fun to listen to than watching Don cutting his grass in the snow, or watching Tom try to go slow in the ICW. 


 


      The Coast Guard responded by asking the basic safety questions such as how many people aboard and what is 


the nature of your emergency, and if everyone is wearing a PFD.   In addition the Coast Guard wanted to know if 


there was anyone in danger of not having periodic medication available due to the emergency.  Now this was way 


too many questions for poor Felix to digest in one afternoon.  Just too many questions he already knew the answer 


for.  But he had to do the drill for the Coasties.   


 


      When all was said and done, the Coasties offered to call someone for Felix to make them aware of his predica-


ment.  In addition the Coasties also offered to call a towing service for Felix.  Now Felix thought about these offers 


and he was very quick to answer them as follows.  “Well you can not call any of my buddies because they will 


poke too much fun at me”  “And how much will the towing service cost?”  “Because I only have 75 Bucks on me.” 


 


      The conversations went back and forth and then Felix told everyone listening on channel 16 that he just bought 


this old used boat and was using it for the first time ever.  He admitted that he thought that he only had to put gas 


in it and off he can go anywhere his desires would allow him to go.  “After all, he was living the dream.” 


 


      The laughter from the “Tom Cat II” was so loud that it distracted the “Liberty” to almost run aground.  Then 


when you thought that you heard it all, the next message from Felix was a response to the Coasties about the medi-


cation issue.  You see Felix left his Viagra pills in his tow vehicle at the boat ramp. 


 


      Needless to say this story has a lesson and a happy ending.  Well almost a happy ending. Some Good Samari-


tan from the Cape Fear Sail and Power Squadron came to the rescue of Felix and towed his boat back to the launch 


ramp.  The scoop we got from the Cape Fear people was that Felix would not have to worry about his medications 


that day as his girl friend called another girlfriend on her cell phone to pick her up at the dock.  Then Felix thanked 


the Cape Fear Power Squadron people for the rescue, and they continued on their journey along the ICW looking 


for that lost shaker of salt in the Gemini.  Felix then tried to start his pick up truck.  Well now we remember that he 


swapped a dead boat battery for a good truck battery that morning.  So Felix has two broke down items to deal 


with. 


 


      So here is Felix with a vision of living the dream.  Broke down boat at the dock.  No girlfriend.  A full bottle of 


Viagra. And no ride home.  Poor Felix.  I wonder if he would have made out better if he just thought about calling 


Wayne Creekmore about that Piloting Class he read about in the Crossed Anchors.  Maybe he would have bought 


an extra battery for his first time ever boat ride. Or maybe he could have just call Ray Travis and asked him what 


kind of boat to buy.  I guess we will never know.  Sad to say, we may never see Felix again on the waterway and 


hearing that famous call on channel 16. 


 


“BREAKER – BREAKER 16.  HEY COAST GUARD, WHAT IS YOUR HANDLE” 


 


End of story!! 


 


See you on the water! 


 


P/C Don Breault 


“Liberty” 


 


 


 







 


 


 
 


 


Registration Form 
 


District 27 Fall Council & Conference Meeting 


30 September 2011 – 2 October 2011 


Marriott Winston-Salem 


425 North Cherry Street 


Winston-Salem, NC  27101 


 


Room Rates:  $109.00 plus tax                                               Reservations: 800-320-0934 


 (Ask for US Power Squadrons D/27 block– Cutoff date for special rate is 8 Sept. 2011) 


 


 


Rank, Name, Grade   ______________________________________________________ 


 


Spouse or 2nd member – Rank, Name, Grade ___________________________________ 


 


Address ________________________________________________________________ 


 


Friday 


          Foothills Brewing – Cash Bar   


                                           Appetizers                                  ____ x $15               _______ 


                  YOU ARE ON YOUR OWN FOR DINNER 


 


Saturday 


          SPOUSES COFFEE – NO CHARGE            Number attending needed   _______  


          


          FACILITIES FEE                                                    ____ x  $5             s    _______ 


          


          MEMBERS LUNCH                                                                                                               
                Chef Sandwich board (choice of 4 sandwiches)  ____ x  $18               _______ 


                GLUTEN FREE – lettuce wraps                         ____  x  $18               _______               


           


           BANQUET & CASH BAR 


                 Herb Crusted Salmon entrée                               ____ x  $34               _______ 


                 GLUTEN FREE                                                  ____ x  $34               _______ 


                 Herb Roasted Chicken Breast entrée                  ____ x  $34               _______ 


                 GLUTEN FREE                                                  ____ x  $34               _______ 


                                                                                                           Total  $        _______ 


 


        New member since January 2010 _____           1st time District Meeting _____ 


 


Make checks payable to: Winston-Salem Sail & Power Squadron 


Send check and completed form by 22 September 2011 to:   


                                                    Lt/C Kathi Vestal 


                                                    182 Parkview Circle 


                                                    Pinnacle, NC 27043  


          


PLEASE REGISTER EARLY 


Corrected, final copy 







                                                  D27 Fall Council Conference Agenda     


30 September - 2 October, 2011 


Marriott Hotel, Winston-Salem, NC        
Friday –30 September 


Uniform Casual – USPS Shirt 


Assignment Event Location Event Lead / Speaker Time 


Winston-Salem 


 D/Sec. 


Attending Member Registration  


Voter Registration 


Hearn Foyer  1400-1800 


 


Winston-Salem 


 


Silent Auction Table 


 


Hearn Foyer 


  


1400-1800 


D/C & Bridge 


New Members, 1st Timers, & Squadron 


Commanders Reception 


D/C Suite 


 


 


D/C Mike McCulley, JN 1600-1645 


D/C & Bridge P/D/C and Host Squadron Reception D/C Suite D/C Mike McCulley, JN 1645-1745 


Winston-Salem 
District party – appetizers included & a cash 


bar – ON YOUR OWN FOR DINNER 


Foothills Brewing  


638 West Fourth St. 


 1800-1930 


 


Saturday – 1 October 


Uniform – USPS Shirt for Conference, Blue Blazer w/ USPS Shirt or Appropriate Attire for Reception & Dinner 


Assignment Event Location Event Lead / Speaker Time 


Winston-Salem 


 D/Sec. 


Attending Member Registration  


Voter Registration           


Hearn Foyer  0700-0900 


Winston-Salem 
 


Silent Auction Table 


 


Hearn Foyer 


  


0700-0900 


Winston-Salem Spouses Coffee D/C Suite  0900-1030 


D/C Fall Council/Conference convenes Hearn A   0900-0930 


 Invocation  D/Lt Alec Wrenn, N  


 Pledge of Allegiance  Cdr Debbie Mayfield, S  


 Intro. USPS Nat’l Rep & D/27 Guests  P/R/C Bill Reasons, SN 0930-1030 


 Nat’l Representative Town Hall Mtg  R/C Jeff Hamilton, AP  


 Bridge Officer Reports  D/27 Bridge Officers  


      ---break---    


 Break-Out Session 1   1045-1145 


 
     Sqd Cdrs and Sqd Exec Officers Hearn A 


  


D/C Mike McCulley, JN & 


D/Lt/C Harold O’Briant, JN 


 


      Education Officers – Rules of the Road I Hearn C P/C Dan Bartell, SN  


      Treasurers Hearn D D/Lt/C Dave Parsons, AP  


      Nominating Committee (closed) Salem  P/D/C Jamie McCurry, AP  


D/C Members Awards Luncheon Hearn B D/C Mike McCulley, JN 1200-1330 


 
     Luncheon  Speaker Introduction   


            North Carolina Lighthouses 


 D/Lt/C Bob Howd, JN 


Speaker – Bett Padget 


1330-1415 


 ---break---    


 Break-Out Session 2   1430-1530 


      Administration Officers Hearn A D/Lt/C Bob Howd, JN  


      Cooperative Charting Hearn D P/C Phil Benson, JN  


      Education Officers – ID Certification Hearn C D/Lt Tom Penders, SN  


      Planning Committee (closed) Salem P/D/C Jerry Hall, SN  


 ---break---    


D/C Fall Council/Conference reconvenes Hearn A   1535-1545 


 Reports of General Committees  Committee Chairperson  


 Reports of Standing Committees  Committee Chairperson  


 Meeting Adjourns  D/C Mike McCulley, JN 1545 


 ---break---    


NClub N Club Meeting – Rules of the Road II Hearn A P/C Larry Colwell, SN 1600-1700 


D27 Meetings 


Chair 


Members Reception (cash bar) & Dinner Hearn B  D/Lt  Sarah McCurry, S 1800 


 


Sunday – 2 October 


Uniform Casual - USPS Shirt 


Assignment Event Location Event Lead / Speaker Time 


P. Benson Cooperative Charting Salem P/C Phil Benson, JN 0900-1030 


 


Fall D27 Meeting Agenda 







WINSTON-SALEM SAIL & POWER SQUADRON 
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BRIDGE  


Commander                                  Cdr Debbie Mayfield, S 


Executive Officer                     P/C Wayne Creekmore, JN 


Administrative Officer               Lt/C  Marilyn Shuping, S 


Educational Officer                         P/C Dawn Gaskill, AP 


Secretary                Lt/C Margie Lamb, P 


Treasurer                  Lt/C Kathi Vestal, S 


 


 


Editor/Publisher                                      Cathy Loveless, S 
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Important events 
(details inside) 


17 Aug.                      Membership meeting at Big Shotz Tavern 


 


  6 Sept            Executive Committee Mtg at the Shuping home  


 


10 Sept.                               Commander’s Picnic at Travis home                                                   


    


Please deliver to: 








ROSSED 


 
OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF THE  WINSTON-SALEM SAIL AND POWER SQUADRON     December, 2011  Volume XXI   No.6  C     ANCHORS 


 


  


Christmas Party 2011 
   Best wishes to all 







                                       Squadron Contacts 
 


 


               Cdr. Debbie Mayfield, S       djmayfield@earthlink.net                    P/C Dawn Gaskill, AP              dawnatg@aol.com 
                                                                             (336) 924-9296                                                                              336 785-0996 


               Lt/C Marilyn Shuping , S        MBShuping@tdarx.com                   Lt/C Margie Lamb, P       margielamb@gmail.com 


                                                                              (336) 972-2382                                                                               336 766-6645 


               P/C Wayne Creekmore, JN           creek2k@yahoo.com                   Lt/C Kathi Vestal, S            kbvestal@triad.rr.com 


                                                                              (336) 859-3773                                                                              336 368-5046 
                    
  
 
 
 
 


7 Jan.                          D/27 Winter Training, 


                                               Raleigh, NC 


 


4 Feb.                             Change of Watch at 


               Pinebrook Country Club, $15/person        


6 Feb.             Executive Committee Meeting at 


           Jim & Ginny Frazier, social begins 6pm 


 







From the Helm 
 Cdr. Debbie Mayfield, S 


 


 


 


 


 


 
 


 


     December is a time to reflect on the accomplishments and successes of the past year.  Our 
squadron has been busy teaching classes, doing boat cruises, learning from our meeting pro-
grams, and the success of our social events.  Our Christmas Party at the Hawthorne Inn was a 
great finale for 2011.  It was a night of merriment, fellowship, and celebration of the Christmas 
Season.  Thanks to Marilyn Shuping for another great event. 
 
     Our first event for 2012 will be the D27 Training on January 7, 2012.  It will be a great time 
to update our knowledge of our different offices and what is new in USPS.  All members are 
invited to attend.  Please let me know if you would like to participate, we will car pool for 
those who are interested and the Squadron will cover the cost of the lunch meal. 
 
     Next on our agenda is the Change of Watch on February 4, 2012 at the Pinebrook Country 
Club.  The cost this year will be only $15.00 per person so we are hoping to have everyone in 
attendance for this annual event. Be sure and pencil this into your calendar for the year.  Invi-
tations will be mailed out soon.  We can look forward to see who wins the coveted DEWDA 
award and to see who our member of the year will be.  Please let Kathi Vestal know if you will 
be attending and send in your money for the event. 
 
     Bill Davis is busy working on the year‟s meetings and events and Don Breault has held the 
first cruise planning meeting for 2012.  If you have any suggestions or would like to volunteer 
to help, please let them know.  Everyone is encouraged to participate. 
 
     2012 is going to be another great year for the Winston-Salem Sail and Power Squadron. 
 
     If there is anything I can do for you, please don‟t hesitate to contact me.  My contact infor-
mation is in this newsletter. 
 


Merry Christmas and Happy 2012 to Everyone!! 
 


 


 
 







P/C  Dawn  Gaskill, AP 


Education Officer 


   NEW EDUCATION THOUGHTS FROM DISTRICT 
 


 


     As an experiment, consideration is being to combining the ABC-3 and Seamanship 
course into a single integrated course. A great deal of what is offered in Seamanship is 
a repeat in ABC-3. Our District Education Officer thinks this can be tightened up to 
provide a single compact course. Two exams could be given and the cost of the com-
bined course would be that of ABC-3 and Seamanship, and credit for each would be 
received accordingly. Aside from getting new members „over the Seamanship hump‟, 
these individuals would become eligible for Bridge position appointments. 
 
     Let me know your opinion and I will let them know what we think. 


 


                           


 


                           


 


 


   


 


 


 


                          ‘Till later, have a great Christmas. 
 


 


 







Administrative 
Officer 


Lt/C Marilyn Shuping, S 


  
 
 


Holiday Greetings to Everyone from your Administrative Officer! 
 
     It‟s a busy month for most of us as we shop, wrap, cook, bake and partake in Holiday tra-
ditions.  It all seems to go so fast.  When I was young (I know, that was long, long ago!) it 
seemed like the time between the Christmas‟ was a lifetime.  Now you barely have time to 
regain financial footing and clean the kitchen before the season is upon us again. 
I‟m happy to report that I brought $435 to the Food Bank plus several boxes of canned goods.  
Several of you have mentioned that you already received a letter of thanks.  You don‟t need 
the WSSPS food drive to contribute to the Food Bank.  They are in dire needs this year.  It‟s 
hard to believe that right here under our noses in Winston-Salem there are people, little chil-
dren going to bed hungry.  But there are.  So please share your good fortune with them. 
     While our “Year in Review” program that Debbie & Linda produced last month was won-
derful, the meeting location was not.  It was unacceptable.  Bill Davis, our incoming Adminis-
trative Officer, and I are actively working on a new location.  This week‟s Christmas party at 
the Hawthorne Inn will be one of those locations.  Please feel free to give us your input after 
the party on Saturday night.  It is the frontrunner for our monthly meetings.   
     If you weren‟t at the Executive Board Meeting last Monday night at the London home you 
missed some of that great barbecue that we grilled in September.  Reid did a wonderful job 
resurrecting the meat to its finest.  Thank you, Reid.   
     This brings us to the Christmas Party this coming weekend.  We will start at 6:00pm at the 
Hawthorne Inn at 420 High Street, downtown Winston-Salem.  It‟s going to be a great party.  
I have 35 signed up.  Please remember to bring a $5 gift for our Christmas game.  Fun for all! 
     Mike and I send our most sincere holiday wishes to you and your families this year and 
only hope for the best health and safe boating for all of us! 
 


Merry Christmas!   
Marilyn        


 







By P/C Don Breault, AP 


       These are moments frozen in time while cruising or pretending to be cruising.  “The Fish House Chronicles” is a unique 


collection of short story’s and essays of the experiences of the infamous coastal cruisers of the Winston-Salem Sail & 


Power Squadron.  At least we try and sometimes pretend that we are all having a good time cruising with our boats.  Even 


when they break-down or go hard aground once in a while.  We even have the best slip cruising stories ever told on land.  


 


 
           


 


 
 


 
 


 


 


 


 


“The Return of Felix” 
(The case of the sunken “Squiggle” and the adventures of the Lake Norman People) 


 


     Felix and Mandy cruised for most of that Saturday afternoon all along the western shores of Lake Norman.  


Checking every little cove, every creek, and every marina in search of the pontoon boat they deemed respon-


sible for bringing an end to Alex’s “Squiggle”.  But they did find a small inboard cruiser called “Mad Dog” 
sitting high and dry on a boat lift not too far from the Marshall Steam Station. 


 


     On shore in front of a pretty gray and blue cottage was a large group of people sitting in lawn chairs drink-


ing beer and wine.  They all had the appearance of older adults trying to act like kids wearing white or blue 
polo shirts with a funny little symbol over their breast pocket in the shape of a small pennant.  Felix immedi-


ately thought this could be some of those people from the infamous Winston-Salem Sail and Power Squad-


ron.  You know those people who taught Felix everything he knows about boating and weather.  Well now 
said Felix to Mandy, this may be a little detour from our mission so let us join this crew of hardy party ani-


mals and see what’s up.  So with a nod and a notion, Mandy quickly set the anchor. 


 


     Getting to shore to join this party was another feat but alas, there was the old “Tom Cat” crew hanging 
around with canoes and kayaks.  The solution of a dry trip from the boat to shore was at hand.  A free ride 


was offered for the price of an Old Milwaukee Light or Coors Light and away the two sojourners went from 


boat to Kayak to shore. Now if you know the people of this Winston-Salem crowd, you know they will al-
ways welcome any party crasher as long as the crashers could bring entertainment and or beer.  Felix had 


them both.  He had a case of Coors Light and Mandy.   


 
     Now Felix met all of the players and especially the hosts of this grand party on the lake, Gennie and Jim.  


With a quick trip too and from the head, Felix was beginning to feel no pain as he was introduced to the new 


drinking game recently invented by Travis called toss the monkey fist.  Eventually Felix was allowed to win 


as Travis and Michael started to become very distracted from too much sun or too much staring at Mandy.  
We are sure beer and wine did not have anything to do with that.  


 


     Next on the agenda was a small picnic of various food items which was the courtesy of many Squadron 
members from Lake Norman and Winston-Salem.  Everyone had the chance to sample many of those particu-


lar dishes that appeared to be somewhat unique to the area. Boston Bakes Beans, New England Style Clam 


Chowder, Boston Buts and a little sampling of Sam Adams refreshments.  Someone stuck in some fried okra 
and fried chicken along with sweet tea to make most local people feel at home. 


 


     Then along came KB who had invented another drinking game that would go along with where Travis left 


off.  KB had this funny contraption called a potato gun.  The secret of this event is too safely load a potato 







into a tube where you cock it by forcing compressed air behind the potato and then you shoot it into the 
lake to see how far you’re your potato can go.  After many attempts to out do one another and several 


cans of brew, the game became more interesting as the contenders were trying to see how close they 


could come to hitting Felix’s new boat without hitting it. 


 
     Many sacks of potatoes were used and to no avail, no one could come even close.  Then a new con-


tender showed up in a shiny red convertible sports car playing the Bee Gees.  His name was Dwight.  


Now Dwight was a person you could all count on to participate in any event that would involve a modest 
amount of drinking and fun.  He took this potato gun and locked and loaded a fresh 2 pound spud and 


fired away trying to near miss the new Rinker anchored in front of Jim & Gennie’s lake house.  With 


amazing in-accuracy, the spud struck the hull of Felix’s boat and easily penetrated it and exited out the 
other side.  Everyone looked with amazement and said this “aint good”. 


 


     Now Felix dropped his beer and looked like someone had just sunk his boat.  Yes his boat was sink-


ing but fortunately it was in 4 feet of water so it only sank 4 feet.  Another member of this Squadron 
named Tom came over to Felix and consoled him by saying: That hole in your hull is a clean hole and 


this is an opportunity for you to install a bow thruster in your new boat because I have one on my boat 


and it works real good until you get heavy handed with the control stick.  Another member by the name 
of Joel came over and consoled Felix to say there is some good news here.   We could all witness the 


fact that your boat is gone aground and you could get an award for that.  Three other Squadron members 


came over and talked Mandy into swimming out to the sunken wreck and sunbath on the bow as it 
would make the boat look good from a distance.  KB came over and gave Felix information on how to 


file his insurance claim for the damaged cruiser and he also explained how buying back the salvage can 


get you a nice boat for almost free. 


 
     Moments later all of those rude Bass Boats found earlier in the day were speeding over to the sunken 


Rinker to see if it could qualify as underwater “Structure” in hopes that fish would find refuge in or near 


it.  Obviously it was too soon so they just pretended to fish while they all starred at Mandy. After awhile 
they left in search of another secret fishing hole no one was supposed to know about. 


 


     Now Dwight has quickly disappeared and no one could find him or his red convertible 2 seater sports 


car.  The search for Dwight was a new mission Commander Debbie said with authority, Let us board a 
boat and search for Dwight!! And off into “Mad Dog” everyone went.  Jim lowered “Mad Dog” into the 


lake and the engine fired and in gear they were.  Now the search was on for Dwight.  Fortunately some-


one made sure there were plenty of refreshments on board so Jim was happy and all other crew was feel-
ing real fine.  They even had limes to go with the beverage.  This allowed the crew to extend longer dis-


tances in a search and find mission.  Eventually they came across a disabled pontoon boat that had a 


small 4 person crew aboard.  This pontoon boat had red flames painted along the sides.  It had shark 
teeth painted along the front of each pontoon.  Could it be?  Yes it was.  It was Dwight serving Bloody 


Marys to everyone aboard.  They were waiting for Tow Boat U.S. 
 


 


 


     With this knowledge, Felix and Alex were quick to offer some help.  They quickly tied a tow line in 
the back of “Mad Dog” and attached it to the pontoon boat.  They talked Jim into towing this evil killer 


looking pontoon boat into the middle of the deepest part of the lake.  Dwight could not do a thing as the 


best of the Bloody Mary’s taken their affect.  The boats were floating in 80 feet of water when they 
came to a stop.  They just drifted together while Don quickly attached a plank to the port side of the pon-


toon boat deck.  Now with a little nudging and prodding with the business end of a pirate sword, Dwight 


was forced to walk the plank as retribution for sinking “Squiggle” and the new un-named Rinker. 


 







     Now another member named Leon came to Dwight’s rescue by saying he must have a trial before 
sentencing.  So a court was formed on the decks of the two boats.  Counsel was assigned and a jury was 


formed from those who could no longer stand because of all the beverages consumed.  A judge was ap-


pointed and his name was Denny the Judge.  The trial began and after a very short deliberation by the 


jury, (beverages were running low and they had to get back to shore to p) A verdict of guilty was deliv-
ered faster than an “April Star” could cruise.  Denny the judge passed sentencing immediately.  Dwight 


would not walk the plank like Don the Insurance Pirate originally wanted him to, but that Dwight would 


have to serve 2 years as Squadron Administrative Officer, 2 years as Squadron Commander, and 2 years 
as Squadron Educational Officer.  In addition, Dwight would have to provide countless hours of Squad-


ron community service in hosting many monthly bridge meetings and would be responsible for making 


sure that the Squadron would never run out of liquid libations ever. 
 


     A spare gallon jug of old gasoline was found on “Mad Dog” so that Dwight could start his pontoon 


boat and they all sped off back to Jim & Gennie’s lake house to finish off the remainder of the party.  


Dwight never appealed his sentencing so we are all looking forward to his service over the next few 
years.   


 


Moral of this story.  Never fear to be tried by your peers because sentencing could be more than you 
ever hoped for.  Just volunteer your time and advice during social events because you will always get 


what you wish for.  Always trust that something good will come about any misfortune with a boat.  Al-


ways remember that any boat that breaks can be repaired with enough money.  Always have hope that 
your fellowship can positively influence the outcome in any situation on the dock.  And most of all; 


Make it happen, and make it fun.  Let 2012 be the greatest journey on the water ever!! 


 


 


From the crew of the “Liberty”    


                             


                             Merry Christmas and Happy New Year  







 


I’m an experienced boater, why make resolutions you ask? 


Just remembering all of those rules is really quite a task. 


And so to set the record straight and clear up the confusion, 


Let me explain the reason for my New Year’s resolutions. 


 


I will turn on my blower, when I’m running rather slow 


“Cause CO is odorless and deadly, as you know. 


I’ll check flares and extinguishers, especially the date, 


Because in an emergency, there’s little time to wait. 


 


I wear a lightweight life jacket when voyaging around, 


Because in most fatalities, you’ll find the victim drowned. 


I’ll Vow to take a first aid class;  learn CPR and more 


When the emergency’s on board, help’s always on the shore. 


 


When pumping fuel into my boat I promise to take care 


Flying may be fun, but not when blown into the air. 


When setting my boat’s anchor, the rode’ll be 7 to 1 


“Cause drifting on some muddy shoal is really not much fun. 


 
I’ll monitor my fuel, remembering the rule of thirds 


Endangering on empty, is much more than absurd. 


I’ll check the weather forecast and always watch the sky 
With rain you’re wet and soggy, but with lightning you can die. 


 


When a person is in the water, my engines I will stop 


I wouldn’t want to injure them with my razor sharp prop. 
And I will never use alcohol when I am the skipper 


For a Captain under the influence is as dangerous as Jack the Ripper 


 
I truly love cruising my boat and don’t want one mistake. 


But there are times when I forget about my vessel’s wake. 


In the spirit of the New Year I will take time to pause 
Remembering the injuries and harm my wake could cause. 


 


These are my resolutions with appropriate explanations 


To be a safer boater is high in my expectations. 
I’ll do things right and I’ll forget past misdeeds and remorses. 


Every boater needs United States Power Squadron courses. 


 
Have a Safe and Happy New Year! 


 


   


(Excerpted from Bill Hempel, P,  fellow USPS Sail & Squadron member from Peace River)  







                             Ship’s Store 
 


  New WSSPS logo polo shirts (white)                                   


           Mens: Medium-X-Large 


              Ladies: Small-Large                                                                                                    


                          $25 


 


 


 


  WSSPS coffee cups & can “huggies”    


               $3 each or 2 for $5   


  WSSPS 50th Anniversary burgees $25                                                                                                                                  


 







 


 


 


 


Date Event                          Date:12/21/2011


January 7, 2012 D-27 Winter Training Meeting.  NC State University Club, Raleigh, NC


January 25-29, 2012 USPS Annual Meeting.  Hyatt Regency, Jacksonville, FL.  


February 4, 2012 WSSPS Change Of Watch   "Pinebrook CC"


February 6, 2012 Executive Committee Meeting   "Jim & Gennie Frazier House"


February 15, 2012 Monthly Meeting.  Buena Vista Grille, Stratford Rd.  Winston-Salem.  "TBA"


March 5, 2012 Executive Committee Meeting   "Breault's Boston Bar & Grill"


March 6, 2012 Public Boating Class Begins.  Old Town Recreation Center


March 21, 2012 Monthly Meeting.  Buena Vista Grille, Stratford Rd.  Winston-Salem.  "TBA"


March 23, 2012 D-27 Spring Conference & COW.  "New Bern Hilton"  3/23 to 3/25


March 23-25, 2012 Cruise To New Bern


April 2, 2012 Executive Committee Meeting   "George & Margie Lamb House"


April 18, 2012 Monthly Meeting.  Buena Vista Grille, Stratford Rd.  Winston-Salem.  "TBA"


April 27-May 4, 2012 Norfolk, VA  Cruise VIA The Dismal Swamp Canal


May 4-5, 2012 D-27 Rendezvous'.  Little River, NC


May 7, 2012 Executive Committee Meeting   "London Times Lounge"


May 12, 2012 May Fest, Pilot Mountain, NC


May 16, 2012 Monthly Meeting.  Buena Vista Grille, Stratford Rd.  Winston-Salem.  "TBA"


May 26 - 29 Cape Lookout & Shackleford Banks Cruise & Raft-Up


June 2, 2012 Rendezvous': Mike & Marylyn Shuping "Coastal Retreat On The Neuse"


June 4, 2012 Executive Committee Meeting   "George Ellis House"


June 18, 2012 Low Country Boil   "TBA"


July 20 - 22 Cape Lookout Raft - Up


August 6, 2012 Executive Committee Meeting   "George & Margie Lamb House"


August 15, 2012 Monthly Meeting.  Buena Vista Grille, Stratford Rd.  Winston-Salem.  "TBA"


August 17 - 19 Coastal Cruise & Raft-Up  "TBA"


Winston-Salem Sail & Power Squadron
Calendar of Events for 2012
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Important events 


                                                                        


4 Feb.                                                  WSSPS Change of Watch at 


                                     Pinebrook Country Club, Winston Salem 


 


6 Feb.                           ExCom Meeting  at  Jim & Genny Frazier                                                                                                                              


                                                              Social 6pm, Meeting 7pm 


    


Please deliver to: 
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Recent Ports-of-Call:  


Oriental, Bald Head Island, & Wilmington 







     Event Calendar 
  
17 June          D/27 Rendezvous, Oriental, NC 
 
25 June           Low Country Boil & Auction at 
                                          Ray & B Travis home 
 
2-5  July                    Cruise to New Berne, NC 
 
20 July                 Meeting at Big Shotz Tavern, 
                                         Stratford Rd., 6:30 pm 
 
1 Aug.          Executive Committee Meeting at 
                                            Lamb home, 6:30pm 
                 
 
 
 


20 July 
 


 


“Cruising the South Pole” 


   


 
Big Shotz Tavern 


109 S. Stratford Rd 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


Guests always welcome 


Order off menu, no RSVP 


Social:    6:30 pm 


Meeting: 7:00 pm 


 


            Squadron Contacts 
 


 


Cdr. Debbie Mayfield, S                             djmayfield@earthlink.net 
                                                                                     (336) 924-9296 
Lt/C Marilyn Shuping , S                              MBShuping@tdarx.com 


                                                                                     (336) 972-2382  


P/C Wayne Creekmore, JN                                creek2k@yahoo.com 


                                                                                     (336) 859-3773 


P/C Dawn Gaskill, AP                                            dawnatg@aol.com 


                                                                                     (336) 785-0996 


Lt/C Margie Lamb, P                                    margielamb@gmail.com 
                  (336) 766-6643 
Lt/C Kathi Vestal, S                                kbvestal@triad.rr.com 
                                                                                     (336) 368-5046 
 
 
 
Feel free to contact any of the officers above if 
you have questions. 


   WSSPS Meeting 


 June/July, 2011 







 


The Winston-Salem Sail and Power Squadron 


Presents: 


 


“A Low Country Boil” 
 June 25th, 6:00pm 


 Bea and Ray Travis’ home 
156 Whitehead Road, Advance NC 


 


Please RSVP to:mbshuping@tdarx.com & 


mail your $15 check/person to: Kathi Vestal 


182 Parkview Cir., Pinnacle, NC 27043 


 


We are requesting that squadron members bring either a de-


licious dessert or a very appetizing appetizer! Feel free to bring 


any new potential squadron members too.  This is a great time 


for socializing and helping other people understand our mission. 


 


Following the dinner we will have our  


“Annual Fundraising Auction” 
with famous KB Jennings as our auctioneer. 


 


   Please bring any items you have that you can live without but 


you don’t think others can.  It doesn’t have to be nautical but 


those items do sell well. Monies raised go into the general squad-


ron till for future projects.  
   


   


 


For more information or, if you want to volunteer to help, please call 


Marilyn Shuping at 336-972-2382. Plus, bring lawn chairs. Thank you!  


 







From the Helm 
 Cdr. Debbie Mayfield, S 


 
. 
   
 
     We have many upcoming events and cruises, so be sure to look at our calendar of 
events in the back pages.  We especially welcome you to our summer Low Country Boil 
and Auction.  Please check the details on page 3 and RSVP as soon as possible.  
 
     Please remember we are hosting the District 27 Fall meeting at the end of September 
and have several areas needing member support.  We will need every member to help 
make this meeting a great success. 
 
     If there is anything I can do for you, please don’t hesitate to contact me.   
 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 







P/C  Dawn  Gaskill, AP 
 


Executive Officer 


 


P/C Wayne Creekmore, JN 


                             Education……..More than Volunteering      
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        
Many times we volunteer for something because we feel we should.  That is good, but sometimes 
we need to be GREAT!  In the case of USPS Education it takes more..I believe it takes commit-
ment.   
     I am asking for commitment during the next few months.  P/C Wayne Creekmore, JN and I 
are going to be calling you, not asking any general questions, instead asking for your commit-
ment.  We are planning a huge slate of items along with P/C Leon Corbett, SN and Lt Tom Love-
less, AP. 
       This is our plans, and we don’t mind if you contact us to give your commitment. 
             Weather    Instructor Qualification 
             Seamanship    Vessel Safety 


 Piloting               GPS Seminar 
      
    This is just a beginning slate but we want YOU!  Take, teach, tutor be there or we may just 
have you walking a plank! 


Education Officer 


     As we are now well into the summer boating season and you are going to be cruising our fabu-
lous waterways, please remember as you navigate to make note of any differences you see versus 
the chart itself so that we can fulfill our public service requirements in COOP charting.   
 
     Also, as you fly the WSSPS Burgee make sure that your boat and boating are a credit to WSSPS.  
An easy way to meet this goal is to call Gary Lewis and arrange a free boat safety inspection.  This 
can be done either in the water or on a trailer, etc.  Also, inspections can be done on PWC, kayaks, 
row boats, canoes, etc. 







Administrative 
Officer 


Lt/C Marilyn Shuping 


 


      June already!  And this is the month for our “Low Country Boil”.  It will be held on June 25 th at 6:00 
at Bea and Ray Travis’ house, in Advance.  Please let me at mbshuping@tdarx.com or Kathi Vestal at 
(kbvestal@triad.rr.com)  know if you will be attending.  The cost is $15 per person, a bargain for an eve-
ning of raucous enjoyment.  You are also asked to bring either an appetizer or a dessert.  When you 
RSVP, please tell us what you might be bringing.  Set up for the party starts at 9:00am that Saturday 
morning.  There will be sausage biscuits and juice for those who help out.  Our host, Chef Ray, has made 
it clear that Chef’s don’t set up or clean up.  Their culinary skills are all they contribute, which is fair.  
We are lucky to have his talents in our club. 
 
      It is also the time when we have our annual auction to raise money for the squadron.  KB Jennings 
does an awesome job as auctioneer.  Please bring anything of value that you don’t need any more.  It 
does not have to be a boat-related item, although  those particular pieces sell very well.   
 
      I am still working on the program for July, but August promises to be a treat.  A good friend of KB 
and Cindy Jennings, Dr. Hop Hopkins, will present a program on the trip he made, via boat, to Antarc-
tica last year.  I have heard this program and it’s very interesting. 
 
      WSSPS will be the Host Squadron for the Fall D-27 meeting.  As is the custom, WSSPS will prepare 
small welcome gifts for our visitors.  Please help by sending a "FAVORITE" recipe for a cook booklet we 
are preparing. We will make this booklet available for our own members via e-mail requests. Please 
send your recipe to Becky Creekmore at creek2k@gmail.com 
 
      And last, but not least, Mike and I have gotten our boat in the water several times.  I can’t say those 
times have been without incident, but that’s another story.  I have discovered, though, that I am pain-
fully short of the proper “boat” garb.  So I will be consulting with the squadron’s “dressing for boating 
success” Ms. Faye London on proper boat attire.  We haven’t received our new registration sticker for 
the boat and so on Memorial Day weekend in the Beaufort Inlet we were “pulled” by a blue light.  We 
had everything in order and he was impressed with how orderly I had our gear, i.e. my lines were 
coiled and out of the way, all our gear was stowed below, our paperwork was all neat and in order in 
our waterproof notebook, etc.  We mentioned that we were power squadron members which seemed to 
impress him.  I’m so glad I’ve completed my first hurdle in power squadron, by attaining my seaman-
ship status. 
 
      Mike and I attended a wedding back in April in Richmond and sat with a Coast Guard Captain.  We 
told him the first time we were going to take the boat out there were gale force winds so we decided 
against it.  His reply was, “The Coast Guard thanks you!”   
 
See you all at the “Boil”! 
 







By P/C Don Breault, AP 


       These are moments frozen in time while cruising or pretending to be cruising.  “The Fish House Chronicles” is a unique 


collection of short story’s and essays of the experiences of the infamous coastal cruisers of the Winston-Salem Sail & 


Power Squadron.  At least we try and sometimes pretend that we are all having a good time cruising with our boats.  Even 


when they break-down or go hard aground once in a while.  We even have the best slip cruising stories ever told on land.  


“Felix Goes Boating” 
(part one) 


 
   One day while relaxing in his easy chair reading his forwarded copy of “Crossed Anchors”, a little middle aged man by the 


name of Felix began to dream.  Could I do those things like those guys and gals in Winston-Salem do every weekend?  Yes I 


can, he said to himself.  I can start “Living The Dream”. 


 


   So Felix goes to a local boat yard that has used boats for sale.  A broker comes out of his office with a cool looking tropical 


shirt, fancy NASCAR type sunglasses and slicked back hair, like my cousin Bernie used to have.  This broker asks this un-


suspecting man what kind of boat is he looking for?  Felix replies:  Oh, just something that floats and I can take into the 


ocean and fish from and sometimes impress my girlfriend.  But what he really wants is one of those big off shore boats or 


motor cruisers with rooms and cabins and toilets and creature comforts.  But what he really forgot was;  they cost money.  So  


with a limited budget after some looking around, Felix picks out this worn out, beat up, fix me up special Bayliner that was 


quickly becoming part of the lawn ornament collection this boat yard had in one corner with all of the other derelicts.   


 


   Now for some reason Felix quickly criticized the condition of this boat and the lack of care this old Bayliner runabout has 


never had since it was new.  Looking at it was obvious.  But he could not resist the price:  $1999.00 or best offer.  And this 


also included a trailer with 2 flat tires. After a brief period of negotiation and some form of bartering back and forth, the bro-


ker was willing to give up his prized lawn ornament.  After a couple of inflated flat tires were made to look somewhat road-


worthy, down the road Felix went pulling his new prize and perceived bargain of a life time.  He was singing that new tune 


of “Living the Dream” recently released by that all time famous rock group called the “Slip Cruisers”.  {The lyrics and words 


will be spoken in a future issue of “Fish House Chronicles”} 


 


   This new- to-boating individual takes this newly acquired prize and begins to fall in love  again.  Falling in love is a literal 


sense of the word as he is still visioning “Living the Dream”.  He goes to West Marine, and sees a very inexpensive hand 


held VHF radio and also gets the orange type PFD’s that were on sale, one each for him, his girlfriend and a third in case he  


gets very lucky one weekend.   Back to his house he goes and puts all of this in his newly acquired boat.  He has to now re-


inflate the tires on the trailer again as they went flat while he was away.  But he is not worried as the boat broker told him if 


he does not keep them rolling on the road they naturally go flat from not being used.  Therefore, this was no worry for Felix 


because why would this boat broker lie to him anyway? 


 


   A quick run over to his girlfriend’s house to show her his new prize and after several conversations later about how won-


derful their lives will be because they were now about to be “Living the Dream”, they were off to the gas station to fill up 


this new old boat with gas.  Fortunately for Felix, the boat fuel tank did not have any leaks he could see but it did smell a 







little “gassy” to his girlfriend, but Felix remembered what the broker said: “They all smell like that”.   So why 


would he lie about that as well?  So now the final leg of the land journey was to find that boat launching area off of 


the ICW. 


 


   Now the experience Felix was about to go through is a whole new story.  Has anyone remembered their first 


time trying to back a boat trailer down a ramp on a busy Saturday afternoon for the first time before?  Well, we can 


skip all of the details of this part of his experience, but after several pull ups and many crooked jackknifes and yell-


ing at his girlfriend, Felix managed to get the boat trailer in the water.  Now while Felix was admiring his 90 de-


gree angle of boat launching, his girlfriend noticed that the boat was quickly filling up with water.  She said : “this 


boat leaks”.  At that moment, a good Samaritan walks over and tells Felix that he may have forgotten to install the 


drain plug.  Felix pulls the boat trailer out of the water and I am sure it was a load in a half with the weight of the 


water.  He installs the plug and goes through the process of getting it backed into the water for the 2nd time in his 


life. 


 


   With the boat void of new sea water and it actually floated off the trailer ok, Felix’s girlfriend quickly tied the 


boat off with such expertise and professionalism, because she had seen a guy named Leon give a class on knots a 


few months ago at some legal seminar in Wilmington.  You know those lawyer types that never know when they 


get tied up. So now the plan is off to the famous water world as described in a former article of “Fish House 


Chronicles”.  A quick turn of the key by Felix, and nothing, not even a click.  Felix remembered he forgot to do 


one thing the broker told him to do.  Charge the battery.  So with no battery charger nearby, or jumper cables that 


can reach 50 feet or more, Felix did the next best thing.  He swapped his pick up truck battery for the boat battery.  


Now that turn of the key resulted in some engine turning and smoking and several misfires.  With a little funny 


smelling spray chemical injected directly down the carb, he managed to get this boat engine running. 


 


   With a gentle shove off the dock and all lines in, Felix and his two love’s were motoring down the ICW.  Seems 


like an easy thing to do this boating sport he thought.  Just drive it like a car.  Look at all the water we have he said.  


Well we know that he found the shallow spots very quickly so after running aground a few times, his girlfriend 


said he should just follow the other boats that appear to be in the middle of the channel.  So Felix took his place in 


line behind the other boats.   While he was cruising he wondered what all of the cool looking red and green squares 


and triangles were for.  He asked his girlfriend and she remembered that some guy named Reid told her at a semi-


nar in Winston-Salem that they were like road map things to drive the boat between.  So Felix drove his boat be-


tween the green squares and red triangles. 


 


(Stay tuned for part two, “The Rescue of Felix”) 


 


 


See You On The Water 


P/C Don Breault 


“Liberty” 







     The D27 Fall Conference is being hosted by the Winston-Salem Sail 


and Power Squadron on Friday September 30, 2011 through Sunday 


October 2, 2011. Our District 27 consists of 20 squadrons from North 


and South Carolina.  We expect a large turnout. As such, Dawn Gaskill-


will be needing  club volunteers in the following areas: 
 


      Hosts for the Friday night event 


 


      Hosts for the Saturday “Ladies/Spouses Out” event  


 


      Hotel hosts to help check-in, give out welcome packages, and sight seeing      


            advice 


 


      Volunteers to help collect “Silent Auction” items from businesses, as well  


            members willing to donate personally. 


      


     The Silent Auction is being chaired by Cdr Debbie Mayfield. It is 


our hope that funds from the auction will help cover some of the con-


ference expenses.  Debbie is asking that each family group in our 


Squadron provide at least one item for the auction.  These items can be 


donated by a business or an item the member donates personally.                 


Please email her with your donation items and/or ideas at djmay-


field@earthlink.net.  Include a description of the item and/or a photo-


graph,  as well as a value for the item.  All items should be new unless 


it is a collector’s item. 
 


Many thanks to our three chairmen:   


Dawn Gaskill, Kathi Vestal, and Debbie Mayfield! 
 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 
 


 


D/27 Fall Conference 







 


 







 


Date Event                          Date:06/01/2011


January 3, 2011 Communication Briefing - "LTL"


January 8, 2011 D-27 Squadron Officer Training, University Club, Raleigh, NC


January 24, 2010 Cruise Planning Committee Meeting 7 pm.  "Breault's Boston Bar & Grill"


January 31, 2011 USPS Annual Meeting.  Lake Buena Vista, FL.  1/31 to 2/5


February 5, 2011 WSSPS Change of Watch - Pine Brook Country Club


February 7, 2011 Communication Briefing- "Tom & Cathy Loveless House"


February 16, 2011 Dockside Seafood Restaurant, Clemmons, NC - "Cruising The ICW From Florida"


March 7, 2011 Comminication Briefing- :Michael & Marilyn Shuping House"


March 16, 2011 Big Shots Grill, Stratford Rd. Winston-Salem, NC - "Boat Buying Basics" by Don Breault


March 25, 2011 D-27 Change Of Watch.  "Courtyard Marriott, Carolina Beach, NC".   3/25 to 3/27


March 29, 2011 "ABC" Final Class.  Old Town Recreation Center


April 4, 2011 Communication Briefing- "Breault's Boston Bar & Grill"


April 20, 2011 Big Shots Grill Stratford Rd., Winston-Salem, NC - "Birds Of Coastal NC"  by Ron Morris


April 29, 2011 Cruise to Oriental.  4/29 to 5/1


May 2, 2011 Executive Committee Meeting  Open To All Members George Ellis Home, Clemmons, NC


May 14, 2011 Cruise To Bald Head island & Wilmington, NC.  5/14 to 5/22


May 25, 2011 Big Shots Grill, Stratford Rd., Winston-Salem, NC - "Oriental, NC Our Treasure On The Coast"


June 6, 2011 Executive Committee Meeting Open To All Members  "George & Margie Lamb House"


June 17, 2011 D-27 Rendezvous, River Dunes, Oriental, NC.   6/17 to 6/19


June 25, 2011             Ray and B Travis Home  "Low Country Boil & Auction"


July 2, 2011 Cruise To New Berne, NC.  7/2 to 7/5


July 20, 2011 Big Shots Grill, Stratford Rd., Winston-Salem, NC - "Cruising The South Pole"


August 1, 2011 Executive Committee Meeting Open To All Members  "George & Margie Lamb House"


August 17, 2011 Big Shots Grill, Stratford Rd., Winston-Salem, NC - "TBA"


September 6, 2011 (Tuesday)  Executive Committee Meeting Open To All Members  "TBA"


September 10, 2011 Commanders Picnic   Ray & B Travis Home   "Southern Style Bar B Q"


September 12, 2011 USPS Fall Governing Board, Greensboro, NC.  9/12 to 9/17


September 22, 2011 Cruise & Raft Up.  Cape Lookout.  9/22 to 9/25


September 30, 2011 D-27 Fall Conference.  "Winston-Salem, NC"  9/30 to 10/2


October 3, 2011 Executive Committee Meeting Open To All Members  "Breault's Boston Bar & Grill"


October 19, 2011 Big Shots Grill, Stratford Rd., Winston-Salem, NC - "TBA"


October 22, 2011 Cruise To Norfolk, VA.  10/22 to 10/30


November 4, 2011 Cruise To Beaufort, NC.  11/4 to 11/6


November 7, 2011 Executive Committee Meeting Open To All Members  "Tom & Cathy Loveless House"


November 16, 2011 Big Shots Grill, Stratford Rd. Winston-Salem, NC - "Our Year In Review"


December 5, 2011 Executive Committee Meeting Open To All Members  "TBA"


December 17, 2011 "TBA"   - "Annual Christmas Party"


2012


January 2, 2012 Executive Committee Meeting Open To All Members  "TBA"


January 7, 2012 D-27 Winter Training Meeting.  NC State University Club, Raleigh, NC


January 31, 2012 USPS Annual Meeting.  Hyatt Regency, Jacksonville, FL.  1/31 to 2/4


March 23, 2012 D-27 Spring Conference & COW.  "TBD"  3/23 to 3/25


Winston-Salem Sail & Power Squadron


Calendar of Events for 2011
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Important events 


  25 June                      Low Country Boil at Travis’s home, 6 pm 


2 -5 July                                                 Cruise to New Berne, NC 


  20 July                                   Membership Mtg  Big Shotz Grill, 


                                                                    Stratford Rd.  6:30 pm 


    1 Aug.        Executive Committee Mtg (open to all members) 


                                     George & Margie Lamb’s house, 6:30 pm                                    


 


Please deliver to: 
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Oriental Marina and Inn 


Marshall Tyler’s, “Silk”, at his home port, Oriental. 


Photo:  Wayne Creekmore 







     Event Calendar 
  
14 May                                                 Cruise to  
                  Wilmington and Bald Head Island 
25 May                       Membership Meeting at 
                                                Big Shotz Tavern 
 
6 June                   Communication Briefing at 
                          George & Margie Lamb home 
 
17 June            D/27 Rendezvous Oriental, NC 
 
25 June          Low Country Boil & Auction at 
                                         Ray & B Travis home 
 
 
 
 


25 May 


 


Cruising Oriental 
Marshall Tyler, AP 
  


 


 


 


 


 
 


Big Shotz Tavern 
109 S. Stratford Rd 


 


 


Guests always welcome 


Order off menu, no RSVP 


 


            Squadron Contacts 
 


 


Cdr. Debbie Mayfield, S                             djmayfield@earthlink.net 
                                                                                     (336) 924-9296 
Lt/C Marilyn Shuping                                   MBShuping@tdarx.com 


                                                                                     (336) 972-2382  


P/C Wayne Creekmore, JN                                creek2k@yahoo.com 


                                                                                     (336) 859-3773 


P/C Dawn Gaskill, AP                                            dawnatg@aol.com 


                                                                                     (336) 785-0996 


Lt/C Margie Lamb, P                                    margielamb@gmail.com 
                  (336) 766-6643 
Lt/C Kathi Vestal, S                                kbvestal@triad.rr.com 
                                                                                     (336) 368-5046 
 
 
 
Feel free to contact any of the officers above if 
you have questions. 


   WSSPS Meeting 


   May, 2011 







From the Helm 
 Cdr. Debbie Mayfield, S 


 
. 
   
      Boating season is busily underway in the WSSPS.  The first cruise to Oriental was a 
great success and was enjoyed by all.  The cruise to Wilmington will be underway with 
the publishing of this newsletter. 
 
      At our April membership meeting, Neal Cartrette was sworn in.  In addition, Cathy 
Loveless was recognized for receiving an award for 2010 from USPS for her great work on 
our monthly Newsletter, Crossed Anchors, and Marshall Tyler was recognized for a 2010  
award  for his work on our website.  Both of these individuals do a great job and make the 
WSSPS look as great as it is.  Leon Corbett was recognized for the Special Outstanding 
Service Award he received at the D27 COW from D/C James McCurry.  He was recog-
nized for his work over many years serving the district on the Law Committee as wall as 
in many other areas. 
 
     We have many upcoming events and cruises,  so be sure to look at our schedule and 
additional articles in this newsletter and plan to attend and/or participate. 
 
     Welcome to our new members, Bill Davis, a member transfer from Greensboro, Carol 
Farroch, and Neal Cartrette, the brother of Ken Cartrette. 
 
     Please remember we are hosting the District 27 Fall meeting at the end of September 
and have several areas needing member support.  We will need every member to help 
make this meeting a great success. 
 
     If there is anything I can do for you, please don’t hesitate to contact me.   
 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 







P/C  Dawn Gaskill, AP 
 


Executive Officer 


 


P/C Wayne Creekmore, JN 


 


Education Officer 
 


     Good news!  We now have 2 re-certified Vessel Examiners.  We plan to begin in earnest 
to seriously participate in this important activity.  Please contact Wayne Creekmore or 
Gary Lewis to schedule inspections of your boats.  This includes canoes, kayaks, and 
PWC, as well.  Contact our VE Chairman, Gary Lewis if you are an inactive VE and need 
to be re-certified.  For those of you who want to become a VE, call either Gary or me for a 
training schedule. 


 


                               WHAT HAVE YOU LEARNED RECENTLY? 
 


      We are moving right along with a new class of Piloting students. Five have picked up 
their books and are running right along.  We wish them the best of luck. 
 
     We are ready to have 2 seminars as noted below.  Please email me at 
WSSPSEDU@YAHOO.COM if you are planning to take the seminars. Not enough participa-
tion and they will have to be called off. 


 
They are:        GPS                            Thursday   5-26-11 
      Knot Tying               Tuesday     5-31-11 


 







Administrative 
Officer 


Lt/C Marilyn Shuping 


 
     The meeting and program on April 20th at Big Shotz was a great success.  Our speaker, Ron Morris, for-
mer curator at the NC Zoo presented a program on “Birds of Coastal Carolina” which followed with some 
questions from the audience.  Our next meeting will be on May 25th with Marshall Tyler presenting the 
program entitled, “Oriental, NC – Our Treasure on the Coast”.  At our Communications Briefing this 
month, there was discussion that perhaps Big Shotz, while much better than other venues for our meeting, 
was not big enough if we got a larger crowd one month.  So we are in the process of looking for another 
place to meet.  We need a room that will hold at least 60 people, with good acoustics.  Please keep that in 
mind next time you are dining out in Winston-Salem.  We also voted to buy a wireless microphone so 
none of the speakers program would be missed due to poor sound arrangements.  The discussion was to 
spend around $200 from the club’s fund unless people wanted to make a gift towards the microphone. 
 
     In June, in lieu of the monthly meeting, we will be having our “Low Country Boil” at Bea and Ray 
Travis home in Advance on June 25th.  The cost is $15/ person.  Ladies, we are requesting you whip up 
either your favorite dessert or appetizer for this occasion.  And George, not to include you in the “ladies” 
category, but that chipped beef appetizer we had at the bridge meeting was fantastic.  Please email me 
(mbshuping@tdarx.com) so I know what we may need to buy.  We also need people to set up and clean 
up.  Travis has made it abundantly clear that he will be cooking and that’s all, and rightfully so.  I have 
started a list of volunteers but the more hands we have the quicker we will be finished. AND – that eve-
ning we have our annual auction.  This is when you go out to your garage or storage unit and pull out 
anything that may be worth something maybe not to you but to someone else.  It DOES NOT have to be 
nautical related.  This auction is a great boost to our fund and it’s so much fun to see what “treasures” 
your friends have been hoarding in their homes.  Bring lots of CASH to buy these goodies. For this event I 
need to know the answer to the following questions. 
 


1) Number of people attending on June 25th  


2) What food (dessert or appetizer) you are bringing? 


3) Do you want to set up, clean up or both? 


4) Do you need assistance in hauling in treasures for the auction? 


5) Bring Cash for the auction. 


 
 







 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


To Sea! To Sea! 
TO sea, to sea! The calm is o'er; 


The wanton water leaps in sport, 


And rattles down the pebbly shore; 


The dolphin wheels, the sea-cow snorts, 


And unseen mermaids' pearly song 


Comes bubbling up, the weeds among. 


Fling broad the sail, dip deep the oar: 


To sea, to sea! The calm is o'er. 


To sea, to sea! our wide-winged bark 


Shall billowy cleave its sunny way, 


And with its shadow, fleet and dark, 


Break the caved Tritons' azure day, 


Like mighty eagle soaring light 


O'er antelopes on Alpine height. 


The anchor heaves, the ship swings free, 


The sails swell full. To sea, to sea! 


 


 


                                                    By Thomas Lovell  


 


     And finally we are hosting the D/27 Fall Conference on September 30.  Dawn 
Gaskill is actively working on this meeting.  This is our time to step forward and show 
the other district squadrons that we, once again, know how to plan an event.  Dawn 
needs items for gift bags (about 175 will be stuffed), help with venues for the Friday 
night social  and assistance with the spouses event on Saturday.  Please talk with 
Dawn if you can help in any way. 


 


Calm seas and fair skies, 


 


Marilyn 







     The D27 Fall Conference is being hosted by the Winston-Salem Sail 


and Power Squadron on Friday September 30, 2011 through Sunday 


October 2, 2011. Our District 27 consists of 20 squadrons from North 


and South Carolina.  We expect a large turnout. As such, Dawn Gaskill-


will be needing  club volunteers in the following areas: 
 


      Hosts for the Friday night event 


 


      Hosts for the Saturday “Ladies/Spouses Out” event and drivers 


 


      Hotel hosts to help check-in, give out welcome packages, and sight seeing      


            advice 


 


      Volunteers to help collect “Silent Auction” items from businesses, as well  


            members willing to donate personally. 


      


     The Silent Auction is being chaired by Cdr Debbie Mayfield. It is 


our hope that funds from the auction will help cover some of the con-


ference expenses.  Debbie is asking that each family group in our 


Squadron provide at least one item for the auction.  These items can be 


donated by a business or an item the member donates personally.                 


Please email her with your donation items and/or ideas at djmay-


field@earthlink.net.  Include a description of the item and/or a photo-


graph,  as well as a value for the item.  All items should be new unless 


it is a collector’s item. 
 


Many thanks to our three chairmen:  Dawn Gaskill, Kathi Vestal, and Debbie 


Mayfield! 
 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 
 


 


D/27 Fall Conference 


          







 


Sarah Elizabeth Schultz the daughter of Cdr. Debbie Mayfield, S and Steve 


Schultz, P graduated from Western Carolina University on Saturday, May 7, 


2011 with a Bachelor of Science in Construction Management and a minor in 


Business Administration.  She  graduated Cum Laude. 


She has a job working for Kiewit Infrastructure Group at their estimating office 


in Tampa FL beginning in June 2011 


                   Club News 


Marilyn and Michael Shuping are proud own-


ers of a beautiful  Boston Whaler called 


Northern Lights.  Congratulations to another  


worthy boat family. 


Leon Corbett gets a D/27      Marshall Tyler is recognized   Cathy Loveless receives       Neal Cartrette joins our club 


Outstanding Member            for managing an outstanding    an award for the “Crossed 


Award                                   website                                     Anchors” newsletter  


                                                                                                     


Our Sponsors 
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BRIDGE  


Commander                                  Cdr Debbie Mayfield, S 


Executive Officer                    P/C Wayne Creekmore, AP 


Administrative Officer                  Lt/C  Marilyn Shuping 


Educational Officer                         P/C Dawn Gaskill, AP 


Secretary               Lt/C Margie Lamb, P 


Treasurer                 Lt/C Kathi Vestal, S 
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Important events 


 


14 May                   Cruise to Wilmington and Bald Head Island 


25 May                      Membership Meeting At Big Shotz Tavern 


 


6 June                  Communication Briefing at the Lamb’s home 


17 June                                     D/27 Rendezvous at Oriental, NC 


25 June                                  Low Country Boil at Travis’s home 


Please deliver to: 
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          Event Calendar 
 
14 Feb.                Valentine’s Day — Celebrate! 
 
16 Feb.                  Membership Meeting at  
                                                Dockside Seafood  
 
7 Mar.   Communication Briefing at 
                             Mike and Marilyn Shuping’s 
                                                                  6:30 pm 
 
16 Mar.                        Membership Meeting at 
                                                Dockside Seafood 
                                                                   6:30pm 
 
25-27 Mar.                    D/27 Change of Watch 
                                             Carolina Beach, NC 


Cruising the ICW 


from Florida 
Tom Loveless, AP 


 


 


 


 


 


 


Dockside Seafood 
2520 Lewisville-Clemmons Rd. 


Social:  6:00 


Dinner:  6:30 


 


Guests Welcome 


            Squadron Contacts 
 


 


Cdr. Debbie Mayfield, S                             djmayfield@earthlink.net 
                                                                                     (336) 924-9296 
Lt/C Marilyn Shuping                                   MBShuping@tdarx.com 


                                                                                     (336) 972-2382  


P/C Wayne Creekmore, JN                                creek2k@yahoo.com 


                                                                                     (336) 859-3773 


P/C Dawn Gaskill, AP                                            dawnatg@aol.com 


                                                                                     (336) 785-0996 


Lt/C Margie Lamb, P                                    margielamb@gmail.com 
                  (336) 766-6643 
Lt/C Kathi Vestal, S                                kbvestal@triad.rr.com 
                                                                                     (336) 368-5046 
 
 
 
Feel free to contact any of the officers above if 
you have questions. 


February,2011 


   WSSPS Meeting 


16 February 







From the Helm 
 Cdr. Debbie Mayfield 


 


 


 
      We began out 2011 year with a great Change of Watch.  Welcome to all the new officers and thank you for serving 
on the 2011 bridge.  Our new officers are P/C Wayne Creekmore, AP Executive Officer, Lt/C Marilyn Shuping, 
Admin Officer, Lt/C Margie Lamb, P, Secretary, Lt/C Kathi Vestal, S, Treasurer, P/C Dawn Gaskill, AP, Education 
Officer ant Lt/C Tom Loveless, Assistant Education Officer.  We are going to have a great year.  The COW was a 
great event and I would like to thank Reid London and his committee for a job well done. 
 
      At the February 2011 Bridge meeting, our squadron agreed to accept an invitation from D27 USPS to host the Fall 
Conference meeting for D27 on September 30-October 2, 2011 that will be held in Winston-Salem.  P/C Dawn 
Gaskill AP and Lt/C Kathi Vestal, S agreed to chair this committee.  I hope everyone in the squadron will put this on 
their calendar and plan to help our squadron put on a great meeting.  Please give Dawn a call or email and let her know 
that you would be willing to help. 
 
      Our first Public Boating course begins the first Tuesday in March.  Please spread the word.  Plan to come and greet 
our students and be sure and plan to help on the last day. 
 
      I am looking forward to serving the squadron as Commander this year.  I have the privilege of serving a great 
group of individuals that love boating, having a good time, and helping others learn the joy of boating.  Look at our 
calendar to see all the great things in store for each of you to enjoy.  It is packed full of activities for the entire year.  
Please let me know if there is anything I can do to make 2011 a great year for you in the Winston-Salem Sail and 
Power Squadron.  







 P/C  Dawn Gaskill, AP 
 


Executive Officer 


 


P/C Wayne Creekmore, JN 


     A good way to start the new year is to go to a boat show. The Charlotte show will be Feb 
17-20 and Raleigh has one on Feb 18-20.  Even if you are not looking for a boat, it is a great 
way to get new ideas and learn about what is new. 
 
      I will be making a plan for WSSPS to be more active in coop charting and vessel exams 
in the coming year.  Anyone interested in qualifying to become a VE should contact Gary 
Lewis who is our current Vessel Examiner Leader. Perhaps we can set-up a 1 or 2 day prep 
course for the exam. 
 


 


      I love to learn new things, but like everyone else, my plate is extremely full.  We have to pick and choose what to do everyday.  
I hope we can get more of you to choose to take a course. You can always choose to study on your own, or request to take a 
course with your friends, All friends! All friends? If a non-member wants to take a course, that is okay, just call and ask how this 
works! 
      We have more to offer than just our top 11 courses. We also have a large selection of study guides you can purchase, or see if a 
group wants to come together and have someone teach it in one day or possible night session.   
      Currently, I am trying to get a list of piloting students, and weather students.  No date yet, but probably looking at April and 
May for these 2 courses.  Soon, we will be having another public boating course, invite someone to go online at 
WWW.USPS.ORG  and register for the class! 


     Now a list of our current Study Guides, in case you want some Light winter reading to prepare for “SUMMER BOATING”. 
 
Basic Plotting Guide                                                      USPS Nautical Glossary 
USPS Nautical Glossary                                                The Boat Owner’s Guide to Sailing  
Water Sports                                                                   Sight Reduction Methods 
GMDSS and Marine Radio                                            Boat Insurance 
Marine Amateur Radio                                                   Compass Adjusting 
 


Interested yet?  Call me at 785-0996 or email:  DAWNATG@AOL.COM 


Safety and fun can run hand in hand! 


 


Education Officer 







 


Administrative 
Officer 


Lt/C Marilyn Shuping 


      Our first boat was a canoe.  We traded it for my 1970’s Ford Pinto, which burned up on the side of the road a 
few months later.  We still have the canoe. It was a good trade.   It’s carried us 40 miles through the Okeefenokee 
Swamp, past 2000 year old Cypress trees on the Black River in SE North Carolina, over the 8 foot falls at the Nan-
tahala River and countless times down the New River.  Since then we’ve acquired a lengthy list of water vehicles; 
another canoe, two kayaks, a Sunfish, a dinghy and a 16 ft. Apollo sailboat.  As of yet, only human (and wind) effort 
is needed to propel our crafts.  We’re working on that.  When I tell people we don’t own a boat, they tell us to say, 
“We’re between boats.”   
      The point is, Mike and I love the water.  It always amazes me how, after being out in our kayaks, it only takes a 
few minutes to feel the calm come over us and the daily stresses fall away.  Living near the water in Beaufort empha-
sized to us how little we knew about boating rules and regulations. So when Faye and Reid invited us to a boat exor-
cism and we experienced firsthand the high quality of party technology we knew we’d found a great group of people 
in addition to a resource for boating education.  Hence, our joining the Power Squadron 
      I am pleased to have been inducted as the new Admin Officer for the squadron this past weekend.  It will be a 
busy year for me and I am still learning what the Sail and Power Squadrons function is, so please bear with me.  I 
have some great mentors and helpers.   
      Our meeting this month, at the Dockside Restaurant in Clemmons, is entitled “Cruising the ICW from Florida” 
and it will be sure to whet your appetite for the coming boating season. The March Communication Briefing on 
March 7th will be held at Mike and Marilyn Shuping’s house in Pfafftown. 
      Other dates to put on your calendar include the District 27 Change of Watch the weekend of March 25th to be 
held in Wilmington.  There is a cruise to Oriental the weekend of April 29th, a cruise to Bald Head Island and Wil-
mington the week of May 14th and a “Low Country Boil & Auction” at Ray and Bea Travis’ home on June 18th.  
Mark those dates in red on your calendar. 
      I will leave you with one of my favorite poems. 


 


                                                                                         FATE 


One ship drives east and another drives west  


  With the self same winds that blow.  


     'Tis the set of the sails,  


      And not the gales,  


       That tells us the way to go. 


Like the winds of the sea are the ways of fate;  


  As we voyage along through life,  


     'Tis the set of a soul  


      That decides its goal,  


  And not the calm, or the strife. 







 


“Why Boats Can Save Our Economy” 
 


      Every one who has a boat or would like to buy a boat will in most cases develop a budget for those expenses one 


would incur during the many years of ownership.  Some times things happen for reasons we don’t understand and the 


budget appears to be way off from our expectations.  Sometimes those expectations were not realistic from the begin-


ning because it’s a “BOAT”.  As everyone knows, the word BOAT is interpreted as: “Break Out Another Thou-


sand”.   


 


      So there you have it.  Breaking out another thousand means you may not have many more thousands to break out 


if you own a boat.  Therefore boat people are poor people.  If boat people are poor people, then why doesn’t the gov-


ernment help them out?  After all, the government helps out other poor people.  So why not the boat people?  It’s not 


their fault that they spent all of their money on a boat.  After all, other people spent their money on other stuff and 


they get government help.   


 


      Maybe the boat people can qualify for an economic stimulus.  After all, the economy will always benefit from the 


boat people because they like spending money in those coastal areas that were hardest hit by the bad economy.  Now 


I get it, if boat people can get stimulus money to fix their boats, then the coastal areas will get an economic boost to 


their local economy.  This will cause them to spend more money when they come to places like Raleigh and Char-


lotte for a long weekend.  Then the city people will get a boost from their economy from the coastal people traveling 


on a holiday to the city.  Then the city people will come to the coast to spend their new-found money for their long 


weekends in Morehead City or Beaufort.  This will in turn cause the coastal economy to manifest into a larger one 


that will eventually save America.   


 


      Then the city people can fall in love with the coast and get the idea that they can buy a boat.  Then the boat peo-


ple who started this all can sell them their boats and become boatless.  Now boatless people can be the reason why 


we will stimulate the world economy.  They will start searching for new boats.  When idle boat building factories get 


wind of the fact that there are boatless people looking for new boats they will quickly rise to the challenge and begin 


building new boats for them to buy.  With new boats to buy and at competitive pricing, the boatless people will no 


longer be boatless.   


 


      With boatless people back into new boats and the city folks into the old boats, it seems to me that everyone is into 


boats.  Now that means everyone has to keep fixing and maintaining these boats.  This means that our economy will 


thrive in both the coastal areas and in the inland areas because everyone is into boats.  This is why Boats will save 


our economy.  So next time you complain about how much it costs to fix this old boat, think about all of those boat-


less people out there that want to buy this new boat.” 


See you on the water, 


Don Breault 


“The Liberty” 


                                                                     


                                                                               “The Fish House Chronicles” 


                                             by Don Breault, AP 
                                                                      


                                                                     


 


                                                                          These are moments frozen in time while cruising or pretending to be cruising.                                     


“The F                                                      “The Fish House Chronicles” is a unique collection of short stories and essays 


                                                                   of the infamous Winston Salem Sail and Power Squadrons’ experiences.  At least 


                                                                  we try and sometimes pretend that we are all having a good time cruising with our                                                                    


o                                                   boats, even when they break-down or go hard aground once in a while.  We even                                                                 


e                                                                have the best slip cruising stories ever told on land.  You may be surprised to learn 


                                                                  that more goes on at the dock than at sea when cruising the Carolina Coast.  So sit 


back with one of your favorite beverages and read on.  I know that you will relate to these experiences we all have had on 


the water with our boats, and especially when we once attempted to park our boats where the birds are walking 







                  Boat News 
 
 
A new boat has joined WSSPS.  Marshall Tyler &  
Alix Hitchcock are the proud owners of  “Silk”, a  
1987 Shannon 37 Ketch .  Marshall had the pleasure  
of  sailing her recently from Tiverton, RI to  
Sea Harbour Yacht Club in Oriental, NC. (home  
Port). 


 


Reid, Faye and Tisha London”s  
“My Girl” undergoing a re-power 
at Chadwick’s Boatworks in Beaufort. 


     Our Sponsors 







   


District 27 Annual Meeting/COW 
 25-27 March, 2011  


Courtyard Marriott Carolina Beach  


100 Charlotte Avenue 


Carolina Beach, NC 28428 


 
Room Rate: $109.00 plus taxes                  Reservations: 910-458-2030 – Direct # 


Ask for “USPS District 27” room block   CUTOFF DATE:   9 March 2011 


 


EVENTS; 


 


Friday 25 March: Dinner Cruise and Dance 


      Step aboard the Royal Winner Princess II to embark on a 2 hour 


      Dinner & Dance Cruise.  YOU WILL WALK STRAIGHT ON. The cruise is along the  


      Cape Fear River with dancing after dinner.  The menu will be Carolina BBQ & chicken 


      with sides, Coffee, tea and cake for desert, and a cash bar.  


       


Saturday 26 March:  Coffee 


      Spouse’s coffee for those who would like to attend.  There is no charge for this, 


      but we do need to know attendance numbers.  


 


Saturday 26 March:  Lunch  


      Soup, salad & potato bar, a selection of cookies to have for desert.  Coffee, tea provided. 


 


Saturday 26 March:  COW Banquet 


       Choice of Chicken Tuscany or Grilled Salmon,  garden salad, warm rolls, Chef’s selection  of            


       Starch, vegetable and desert.  Coffee and tea will be included.  


 


____________________________DETACH AND SEND_____________________________________________ 


 


__________________________________        __________________________________ 


           Rank, Name, Grade                                                Spouse or 2nd member 


 


           Squadron Name                                                      Email Address 


 


On September 25, 2011 the District Conference gave permission to charge a fee for those who are NOT attend-


ing any of the ticketed events to help pay for meeting rooms.  For those who buy tickets, the fee is included in 


the ticket price.                                                                         $8.00 X    ____ 


 


Friday -   Royal Winner Princess II Cruise                                                  $39.00 X ____ 


 


Saturday – Spouse’s Coffee   NO CHARGE      Need attendance number                   ____ 


  


Saturday – Lunch                                                                                          $18.00 X ____ 


 


Saturday – COW Banquet                Chicken Tuscany                                 $39.00 X ____ 


                                                          Grilled Salmon                                    $39.00 X ____ 


New Member since July 2009 _____         1st Time District Meeting ___       Total    ____  


 


Please make checks payable to: D/27 COW 2011         Mail check and completed form to: 


Marlene Halkovitch, 6691 Roberta Rd SW, Ocean Isle Beach, NC  28469.  Event registrations must be received 


by Monday, 14 March, 2011. 







 


Date Event                          Date:01/01/2011


January 3, 2011 Communication Briefing - "LTL"


January 8, 2011 D-27 Squadron Officer Training, University Club, Raleigh, NC


January 24, 2010 Cruise Planning Committee Meeting 7 pm.  "Breault's Boston Bar & Grill"


January 31, 2011 USPS Annual Meeting.  Lake Buena Vista, FL.  1/31 to 2/5


February 5, 2011 WSSPS Change of Watch - Pine Brook Country Club


February 7, 2011 Communication Briefing- "Tom & Cathy Loveless House"


February 16, 2011 Dockside Seafood Restaurant, Clemmons, NC - "Cruising The ICW From Florida"


March 7, 2011 Comminication Briefing- :Michael & Marilyn Shuping House"


March 16, 2011 Dockside Seafood Restaurant, Clemmons, NC - "Boat Buying Basics"


March 25, 2011 D-27 Change Of Watch.  "TBD".   3/25 to 3/27


April 4, 2011 Communication Briefing- "Breault's Boston Bar & Grill"


April 20, 2011 Dockside Seafood Restaurant, Clemmons, NC - "TBA"


April 29, 2011 Cruise to Oriental.  4/29 to 5/1


May 2, 2011 Communications Briefing  "TBA"


May 14, 2011 Cruise To Bald Head island & Wilmington, NC.  5/14 to 5/22


May 18, 2011 Dockside Seafood Restaurant, Clemmons, NC - "TBA"


June 6, 2011 Communications Briefing  "TBA"


June 18, 2011             Ray and B Travis Home  "Low Country Boil & Auction"


July 2, 2011 Cruise To New berne, NC.  7/2 to 7/5


July 20, 2011 Dockside Seafood Restaurant, Clemmons, NC - "TBA"


August 1, 2011 Communications Briefing  "TBA"


August 17, 2011 Dockside Seafood Restaurant, Clemmons, NC - "TBA"


September 6, 2011 (Tuesday)  Communications Briefing  "TBA"


September 10, 2011 Commanders Picnic   Ray & B Travis Home   "Southern Style Bar B Q"


September 12, 2011 USPS Fall Governing Board, Greensboro, NC.  9/12 to 9/17


September 22, 2011 Cruise & Raft Up.  Cape Lookout.  9/22 to 9/25


October 3, 2011 Communications Briefing  "TBA"


October 19, 2011 Dockside Seafood Restaurant, Clemmons, NC - "TBA"


October 22, 2011 Cruise To Norfolk, VA.  10/22 to 10/30


November 4, 2011 Cruise To Beaufort, NC.  11/4 to 11/6


November 7, 2011 Communications Briefing  "TBA"


November 16, 2011 Dockside Seafood Restaurant, Clemmons, NC - "Our Year In Review"


December 5, 2011 Communications Briefing  "TBA"


December 17, 2011 Dockside Seafood Restaurant, Clemmons, NC - "Annual Christmas Party"


Winston-Salem Sail & Power Squadron


Calendar of Events for 2011
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BRIDGE  


Commander                                      Cdr Debbie Mayfield 


Executive Officer                   Lt/C Wayne Creekmore, AP 


Administrative Officer                           Marilyn Shuping 


Educational Officer                        Lt/C Dawn Gaskill AP 


Secretary               Lt/C Margie Lamb, P 


Treasurer                 Lt/C Kathi Vestal, S 


 


 


Editor/Publisher                                    Cathy Loveless, S 
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Important events 
16 Feb.    Membership Meeting at Dockside Seafood Restaurant 


 


 7 March                  Communication Meeting at Shuping home 


 


16 March                  Membership Meeting at Dockside Seafood  


 


25-27 March              D/27 Change of Watch, Carolina Beach, 


Please deliver to: 
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        Spring cruising is calling 







     Event Calendar 
 
16 March                     Membership Meeting at 
                                                Big Shotz Tavern, 
                                       S. Stratford Rd location 
                 
25-27 Mar.                    D/27 Change of Watch 
                                             Carolina Beach, NC 
29 March                                   Final ABC Class 
                                         Old Town Rec Center 
 
4 April                   Communication Briefing at 
                           “Breault’s Boston Bar & Grill” 
20 April                      Membership Meeting at 
                                                 Big Shotz Tavern 
29 April                                 Cruise to Oriental 
 


“Boat Buying Basics” 
 


P/C Don Breault, AP 


 


 


 
 


Big Shotz Tavern 
109 S. Stratford Rd 


 


Social: 6:00pm 


Dinner: 6:30pm 


 


Please look at the dinner menu at 


bigshotztavern.com to aid in  


ordering 


Guests always welcome 


            Squadron Contacts 
 


 


Cdr. Debbie Mayfield, S                             djmayfield@earthlink.net 
                                                                                     (336) 924-9296 
Lt/C Marilyn Shuping                                   MBShuping@tdarx.com 


                                                                                     (336) 972-2382  


P/C Wayne Creekmore, JN                                creek2k@yahoo.com 


                                                                                     (336) 859-3773 


P/C Dawn Gaskill, AP                                            dawnatg@aol.com 


                                                                                     (336) 785-0996 


Lt/C Margie Lamb, P                                    margielamb@gmail.com 
                  (336) 766-6643 
Lt/C Kathi Vestal, S                                kbvestal@triad.rr.com 
                                                                                     (336) 368-5046 
 
 
 
Feel free to contact any of the officers above if 
you have questions. 


   WSSPS Meeting 
16 March 


   March, 2011 


New  


Location 







From the Helm 
 Cdr. Debbie Mayfield, S 


 


 


 


      With the beautiful and warm days we have had over the past few weeks, I am 


sure everyone is ready to get the 2011 Boating Season underway.   P/C Don 


Breault, AP has some good cruises planned so put them on your schedule and 


plan to participate either by water or land.  In addition, Don is doing our March 


meeting program, “Buying a Boat” which is being held at Big Shotz on Stratford 


Road.   We also have some great programs and socials for our other monthly 


meetings, so be sure and put them on your schedule to attend.  Everything is 


listed on the calendar included with this newsletter. 


 


      Executive Office, Lt/C Wayne Creekmore, JN is planning a training class for 


Vessel Examiners.  If you need a book, please contact him, or if you like, the man-


ual is available on line on the USPS site and you can study from there if you would 


like. 


 


      We will again be participating in Belk Charity Days on Saturday, April 16, 2011 


from 6 AM to 10 AM.  Charity Day tickets will be available to pick up at our March 


meeting.  This is one of our squadron fundraisers.  Individuals purchase tickets for 


a $5.00 donation to our squadron, and it gives them admission to Belk during 


Charity Day plus $5.00 off of their first purchase.  The squadron gets to keep the 


entire $5.00.  


 


       If there is anything I can do for you, please don’t hesitate to contact me.   
 


 


 







Executive Officer 


 


P/C Wayne Creekmore, JN 


 


      A Vessel Safety Examiner course is being scheduled to qualify/re-qualify 


Squadron Vessel Examiners. The course will be taught in two sessions with 


the first session devoted to sign-up and introducing the program.  The sec-


ond session will be two weeks later and will consist of a course review and 


the written exam.  The exam can also be taken by going on-line to 


USPS.org and following the links. 


       


      To complete the certification, 5 supervised inspections with a certified 


examiner must be done.  Small craft such as canoes, kayaks, and rowboats, 


etc all qualify to have a VSC performed. 


 


      We request that all Squadron members support our club’s public ser-


vice effort by having your boat(s) inspected by a Squadron VE.  Please con-


tact Wayne Creekmore at (336) 859-3773 to schedule an inspection. 


       


      Squadron VE’s who have not met their requirements within 5 years may 


re-qualify by performing 2 supervised inspections. 


 


      If you are interested in becoming a VE, please contact me as soon as 


Possible, as we plan to start the course up soon. 
 


 







 P/C  Dawn Gaskill, AP 


   


Education Officer 


      I want to give a shout out first to our super duper Marine Electronics(ME) and Engine 


Maintenance (EM) Instructor P/C Wayne Creekmore, JN.  Last year he did a great ME class 


and he finished up this February with a great EM course.  I have sent in the test, and we have 2 


more students to take the test.  Thank you Wayne for all you do!!! 
      Currently we have a Public Boating Course occurring every Tuesday in March at the Old-


town Recreation Center on Shattalon Drive.  P/C  Reid London, N, is heading and teaching the 


course.  He has 7 or more students and would appreciate having some members join him by 


1800 each Tuesday for encouraging the students.  Please volunteer a night to this great class. 


Upcoming Class information: 
                      Piloting:   Looking to start a class possibly Tuesday, April 5, 20ll 


                     Weather:  Looking to start a class on Thursdays, starting April 7, 20ll. 


   


      I do have a list from the last meeting which some have specifically requested courses.  I will 


be sending out emails to anyone whom has not had either of these two courses. Hope you will 


join us.  If interested in taking either course or teaching, please email me at 


WSSPSedu@yahoo.com or call 755-0996.   


 


      I am starting a new contest this month:  Nautical Trivia.  The first person to email me with 


the correct answer gets a prize (Not sure what, but you never know!)  Email the answer to:  


wsspsedu@yahoo.com 


                                   


                                 A question to get you interested in the Weather course: 


 


"When very cold air moves over warmer coastal water,  


wisps of visible water vapor may rise from the  


surface as the water "steams". In extreme cases, this 


type of fog can rise hundreds of feet above the surface. 


It's called ________." 


 


                   Fair Winds….. Spring is coming your way!!!! 







Administrative 
Officer 


Lt/C Marilyn Shuping 


 


      The buttercups in my front yard are blooming, the weather’s a bit warmer and, yes, 


folks, we’re on the downslide now to our favorite time of year.  “IT’S BOAT TIME!” 


 


      We have many upcoming events going on for the Winston-Salem Sail and Power 


Squadron.  Please note that this month’s meeting on March 16
th


 is going to be held at 


Big Shotz on Stratford Road. Don Breault will talk to us on the Basics of Buying a boat.  


District 27 is holding their Annual Conference on March 25th.  Please see our website 


for information on the conference.  April’s Communication Briefing is at the Breault’s 


Boston Bar and Grill in Lewisville on the 4th.  Dawn Gaskill has several safety and boat-


ing classes lined up for us just in time to be prepared for the season.  It’s time to start 


planning for our Low Country Boil, which will be held on June 25
th


 at Bea and Ray 


Travis’ home in Advance.  Please note that change of date.  We need a setup and clean 


up committee for this event.  Please see me if you can help.  We will also have our an-


nual auction at this time.  That means it’s time to clean out that garage.  Anything 


that’s worth anything at all is welcome at the auction.  It doesn’t have to necessarily 


pertain to boating. 


 


      As you can see it’s a busy time.  We’re all anticipating getting out of the house and 


onto the water.  We can’t wait to hear the London’s boat “rev up” for the first time.  We 


anxiously await the first trip out of Pelletier Creek.  The local lakes are filling back up in 


anticipation for the summer fun. AHHH, Life is good!  And so I leave you with this, my 


favorite toast. 


 
There are good ships 


and there are wood ships. 
They are the ships that sail the seas. 


But the best ships 
are friendships. 


AND MAY THEY ALWAYS BE! 
 







 


“Carolina In My Mind” 
 


      When it comes time to plan this year’s cruising schedule, many boaters are thinking where to take their new and 


old boats.  What far and distant coastal destination will we want to visit this year.  Will we make plans to go to the 


Caribbean?  Will we make plans to travel to the Chesapeake?  Will we travel to the New England Coast and beyond? 


 


      So many choices and so little time and not enough money to travel to all of these exciting places.  As we know, 


they all represent trips of a life time in a boater’s log of destinations.  With an economy in not such great shape and a 


lot of uncertainty looming over the economic horizon, it may be a prudent thing to look at what may be a lower cost 


vacation and staying closer to home.  But owning and cruising in a boat is never the prudent thing to do.  But for 


those of us who are still fortunate to have a job, time is a thing that is even scarcer than hurricane season without a 


hurricane. 


 


      When one thinks of staying close to home, we think of cruising to places such as Bald Head Island, New Bern, 


Wrightsville Beach, Wilmington, and for trailer boaters, Lake Norman, and High Rock Lake.  All of these destina-


tions are great places to visit by land or by sea.   


 


      Our coastal destinations are very special. They have a soul that speaks to you with a tickle from her surf and a 


sound of a wave gently slapping against your hull. That soul can speak to you in a way that no one can understand 


unless they have experienced this special land we call home.  A special land we call Carolina.  A coastal region so 


full of history, tradition and culture that is unique to any other East Coast region from Maine to Florida. The tradi-


tions in this area of Carolina are so different, with its food, art, and life styles. 


 


      There is nothing more soothing than to watch a morning sky on fire from a beach on Bald head Island.  When 


you see the sunshine, you can hear the surf pounding away at the shore delivering another high tide.  As the water 


reclaims the once deserted beach of lightly treaded footsteps, you can feel the whisper of the many sea birds foraging 


for the many daily meals needed to maintain flight over the glistening seas.  As evening rolls in you can almost hear 


the moonshine rising over the dunes in the east.  That great silver moon appearing overhead casts light on a flock of 


Geese in flight below.  Oh yes, you have just experienced another “Carolina In My Mind” day on the beach. 


 


      So what if you could just leave this area in your trawler or sailboat and cruise north or south?  What would you 


compare your many destinations too?  You would compare them to what has been in your mind all along.  Carolina 


In My Mind!! 


 


See You On The Water 


P/C Don Breault 


“Liberty” 


                                                                     


                                                                               “The Fish House Chronicles” 


                                             by Don Breault, AP 
                                                                      


                                                                     


 


                                                                          These are moments frozen in time while cruising or pretending to be cruising.                                     


“The F                                                      “The Fish House Chronicles” is a unique collection of short stories and essays 


                                                                   of the infamous Winston Salem Sail and Power Squadrons’ experiences.  At least 


                                                                  we try and sometimes pretend that we are all having a good time cruising with our                                                                    


o                                                   boats, even when they break-down or go hard aground once in a while.  We even                                                                 


e                                                                have the best slip cruising stories ever told on land.  You may be surprised to learn 


                                                                  that more goes on at the dock than at sea when cruising the Carolina Coast.  So sit 


back with one of your favorite beverages and read on.  I know that you will relate to these experiences we all have had on 


the water with our boats, and especially when we once attempted to park our boats where the birds are walking 







                  Club News 
. 


We have a source who can monogram the club burgee on shirts, 


sweatshirts, etc. for $8.00 each.  Bring your apparel to Debbie May-


field at the next meeting as she is putting together a bulk order. 


Hanes.com is a good source of t-shirts & sweatshirts that can be em-


broidered. 


 


Tuesday, March 29 is the last night of the ABC Course.  Reid and vol-


unteers celebrate with treats after the exam is over.  Please try to 


come by about 8pm to meet & greet the students. 


 


“Heads Up”  Our club is hosting the District Fall Conference Sept. 30 


-  Oct. 2. Please keep that weekend open as we will need many volun-


teers to help.  125-150 people are expected. 


 


Large 2 bed.,2 1/2 bath Lake Norman waterfront townhome is avail-


able for sale. Quiet, west side of lake, with boat slip, pool, and boat 


ramp.  $235,000.  Email Tom & Cathy Loveless at tlovelessjr@triad. 


rr.com, if interested. 


 


50th Anniversary club burgees are still available for $25. Purchase at 


the next meeting. 


 


             Send us your news and we’ll print as space is available 


Support our Sponsors! 







 


Date Event                          Date:03/07/2011


January 3, 2011 Communication Briefing - "LTL"


January 8, 2011 D-27 Squadron Officer Training, University Club, Raleigh, NC


January 24, 2010 Cruise Planning Committee Meeting 7 pm.  "Breault's Boston Bar & Grill"


January 31, 2011 USPS Annual Meeting.  Lake Buena Vista, FL.  1/31 to 2/5


February 5, 2011 WSSPS Change of Watch - Pine Brook Country Club


February 7, 2011 Communication Briefing- "Tom & Cathy Loveless House"


February 16, 2011 Dockside Seafood Restaurant, Clemmons, NC - "Cruising The ICW From Florida"


March 7, 2011 Comminication Briefing- :Michael & Marilyn Shuping House"


March 16, 2011 Big Shots Grill, Stratford Rd. Winston-Salem, NC - "Boat Buying Basics" by Don Breault


March 25, 2011 D-27 Change Of Watch.  "Courtyard Marriott, Carolina Beach, NC".   3/25 to 3/27


March 29, 2011 "ABC" Final Class.  Old Town Recreation Center


April 4, 2011 Communication Briefing- "Breault's Boston Bar & Grill"


April 20, 2011 Big Shots Grill Stratford Rd., Winston-Salem, NC - "Birds Of Coastal NC"  by Ron Morris


April 29, 2011 Cruise to Oriental.  4/29 to 5/1


May 2, 2011 Communications Briefing  George Ellis Home, Clemmons, NC


May 14, 2011 Cruise To Bald Head island & Wilmington, NC.  5/14 to 5/22


May 18, 2011 Big Shots Grill, Stratford Rd., Winston-Salem, NC - "Oriental, NC Our Treasure On The Coast"


June 6, 2011 Communications Briefing  "George & Margie Lamb House"


June 17, 2011 D-27 Rendezvous, River Dunes, Oriental, NC.   6/17 to 6/19


June 25, 2011             Ray and B Travis Home  "Low Country Boil & Auction"


July 2, 2011 Cruise To New berne, NC.  7/2 to 7/5


July 20, 2011 Big Shots Grill, Stratford Rd., Winston-Salem, NC - "Cruising The South Pole"


August 1, 2011 Communications Briefing  "George & Margie Lamb House"


August 17, 2011 Big Shots Grill, Stratford Rd., Winston-Salem, NC - "TBA"


September 6, 2011 (Tuesday)  Communications Briefing  "TBA"


September 10, 2011 Commanders Picnic   Ray & B Travis Home   "Southern Style Bar B Q"


September 12, 2011 USPS Fall Governing Board, Greensboro, NC.  9/12 to 9/17


September 22, 2011 Cruise & Raft Up.  Cape Lookout.  9/22 to 9/25


September 30, 2011 D-27 Fall Conference.  "Winston-Salem, NC"  9/30 to 10/2


October 3, 2011 Communications Briefing  "Breault's Boston Bar & Grill"


October 19, 2011 Big Shots Grill, Stratford Rd., Winston-Salem, NC - "TBA"


October 22, 2011 Cruise To Norfolk, VA.  10/22 to 10/30


November 4, 2011 Cruise To Beaufort, NC.  11/4 to 11/6


November 7, 2011 Communications Briefing  "Tom & Cathy Loveless House"


November 16, 2011 Big Shots Grill, Stratford Rd. Winston-Salem, NC - "Our Year In Review"


December 5, 2011 Communications Briefing  "TBA"


December 17, 2011 "TBA"   - "Annual Christmas Party"


2012


January 2, 2012 Communications Briefing  "TBA"


January 7, 2012 D-27 Winter Training Meeting.  NC State University Club, Raleigh, NC


January 31, 2012 USPS Annual Meeting.  Hyatt Regency, Jacksonville, FL.  1/31 to 2/4


March 23, 2012 D-27 Spring Conference & COW.  "TBD"  3/23 to 3/25


Winston-Salem Sail & Power Squadron


Calendar of Events for 2011







WINSTON-SALEM SAIL & POWER SQUADRON 


204 Hadley Ct., Winston Salem, NC 27106  
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BRIDGE  


Commander                                  Cdr Debbie Mayfield, S 


Executive Officer                    P/C Wayne Creekmore, AP 


Administrative Officer                  Lt/C  Marilyn Shuping 


Educational Officer                          P/C Dawn Gaskill AP 


Secretary               Lt/C Margie Lamb, P 


Treasurer                 Lt/C Kathi Vestal, S 
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Important events 
16 March                    Membership Meeting at Big Shotz Tavern 


                                                                                 S. Stratford Rd  


25-27 March            D/27 Change of Watch, Carolina Beach, NC 


29 March               Last ABC Course Graduation, Old Town Rec. 


4 April                                                   Communication Briefing  


                                                        “Breault’s Boston Bar & Grill” 


20 April                      Membership Meeting at Big Shotz Tavern 


Please deliver to: 


 





